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POINTS TO CONSIDER
There is no doubt that Year 12 is a big year for you, your peers and your family.
As a Year 12 student, you stand at a significant point of your life’s journey. Behind you is the path you have taken
through school. Ahead of you lie the roads you might take. For the majority of Year 12s, your last formal day of
school enrolment is just seven months away.
Your teachers, student services and the administration team are here to support you through your final year of
education in a school setting.
The last day of formal attendance at school for all Year 12s is on Friday 15th October, 2021.
All Year 12 Students
 The School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA) requires all Year 12 students to attend school.
o Any student not meeting this requirement will not be eligible to be awarded subject grades.
 All WACE courses have school-based assessments to complete.
 To be successful in Year 12, you need to meet the standards set for your assessments. You also need to
meet deadlines and meet requirements.
 You will have moments to celebrate, face challenges and engage in explorations of your goals and future
pursuits. Some of these may be exciting and stressful. You may find your emotions run high. It is
important; however, that you keep the year in perspective. Taking an organised, informed approach is
one strategy to meet and overcome challenges. If you know what you need to do, along with when, it is
easier to make sure you get things done.
 Whatever your pathway at school, your hopes for the future and your plans, focusing on your goals for
now, the mid-term and the long-term will stand you in good stead.
 Give of your best effort, make the most of your opportunities and stay informed.
 Any time you have off will be a disadvantage. You will have to catch up on missed assessments or content.
 Work as a team and support each other.
o Form study groups.
o Congratulate other students who put in the work necessary to achieve results or those who are
demonstrating improvement through the year.

Source: Albert Einstein
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Your choices begin now - when you decide to inform yourself, to get organised, to set your goals and to make
plans for the future. Equipping yourself with information is a great way to prepare yourself for challenges. While
it can be useful to ask your friends for advice about enrolment or the rules around the WACE, it is best to get
information from a reputable source.
Even with information at hand, Year 12, is certainly a big and busy year. You can help yourself be successful by
setting clear and realistic goals. The earlier you establish what you want to achieve and how you plan to achieve
it, the better. Set yourself up with a routine that allows you to balance the study and revision you will need, along
with the work towards the assessments you need to submit. Organising your time goes a long way towards
meeting the commitments that are part of life as a Year 12.
Students Who Are Completing ATAR Courses
Your academic year consists of approximately 30 weeks of actual classroom education; 5 weeks of holidays and
four weeks of exams. You may already be thinking about the November examination season.
 The 2020 ATAR course written examinations are scheduled from Monday, 1st November to Friday, 19th
November 2021.
 The ATAR course practical examinations are scheduled from Saturday, 25th September to Sunday, 17th
October 2021.
 Your teachers will be working to a strict schedule to ensure they teach the entire syllabus in 30 weeks.
 Students should be spending at least 15 hours per week on homework/home study.
o An increased commitment to study is required prior to examinations/tests.
o Part-time work, sporting or social commitments should be planned to allow the minimum
homework requirements to be met.
 You need to maintain an average at least 65% to qualify for entry into university.
Students Who Are Completing General and Foundation Courses
 Your academic year consists of approximately 33 weeks of actual classroom education and 5 weeks of
holidays. Your teachers will be working to a strict schedule to ensure they teach the entire syllabus in 33
weeks.
 The 2020 Externally Set Tasks are administered in classes during 3rd - 21st May, 2021.
o All students enrolled in a General Year 12 or Foundation Year 12 course are required to complete
the EST for that course.
o The EST is compulsory and forms part of the school-based assessment and is included as a
separate assessment type with a weighting of 15% for the pair of units.
o The EST is an assessment task which is set by SCSA and will take 50 minutes.
o The EST is based on Unit 3 syllabus content and your teacher will advise you of the syllabus area
that will be assessed.
o All Foundation course ESTs will include the skills of literacy and numeracy in association with the
identified 2020 EST Unit 3 content.
 Students should be spending at least 10 hours per week on homework/home study.
o An increased commitment to study is required prior to tests.
o Part-time work, sporting or social commitments should be planned to allow the minimum
homework requirements to be met.
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WACE Checker
 You can use the WACE Checker to keep an eye on how you are going towards achieving your WACE. The
WACE Checker helps you monitor your enrolments.
 You can use it to check the impact of changing out of a course or if your grades were to change.
 You can find the WACE Checker on the student website home page at https://student.scsa.wa.edu.au.
SCSA Student Portal
Keep track of your information. The student portal found at https://studentportal.scsa.wa.edu.au is a space for
Year 12 students to check and access personal information that relates your WACE. Visit the portal to:
 check your personal details
 check your enrolments
 complete the student declaration and permission - do this by Thursday, 17th June 2021
 download a copy of approved special examination arrangements
 download a copy of the Physical Education Studies practical examination information - sport to be
examined and skill level
 download a copy of the Personalised Practical Examination Timetable which states the date, time and
venue for each practical examination you need to attend
 download a copy of the Personalised Written Examination Timetable which states the date, time and
venue for each written examination you need to attend
 check your results
 download a copy of your sickness/misadventure outcome.
You need to have your WA student number - which you can find out from your home room teacher - and a
password to access the portal. When you visit the portal for the first time you will be prompted to change your
password. Bookmark the student website and check back in on it regularly.
Over to you…Log in to your Student Portal now… https://studentportal.scsa.wa.edu.au
 Complete a WACE Tracker https://student.scsa.wa.edu.au.
 Print this and provide a copy to your Home - Room Teacher.
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Quote: Winnie the Pooh
Tutor Support
 If parents are interested, the school will endeavour to provide names of suitable tutors.
 Private tutors may be able to assist students with academic areas of weakness or that require additional
support.
 Where students consider they may struggle to achieve a particular level in a given subject, a tutor can be
an important factor in improving marks / grades.
 The WACE exams are competitive - tutoring may give you the competitive edge you are looking for.
 Students aiming for high ATAR courses (eg Law, Physiotherapy, Medicine) in schools across the state tend
to have personal tutors.
Tutorial Classes
In the majority of ATAR WACE courses teachers will offer extension/enriched classes after, before and during
school throughout the year.
Homework Classes
Teachers of the following WACE subjects (English, Mathematics, Science and Humanities & Social Sciences) will be
available between 3:00 and 4:00pm in the school library each Tuesday afternoon, to give assistance with
assignments, and concepts you don't understand, etc.
• Students are encouraged to attend this tutorial class.
• It will be a great opportunity to improve your grades!
Mentor Program - Students and Teachers Sharing Goals
Your mentor is a teacher who will provide you with advice on your academic progress and work with you to set
short and long term goals. From Term 2, mentors will:
 discuss your goals and support you in achieving your goals;
 assist you with your study plans and timetables;
 review your course tracking over the school year; and
 provide advice and support when completing your TISC and TAFE applications.
The mentor list will be distributed during Term 1.
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Presentation Ceremony
WACE Attainment requirements are more demanding on student achievement. The School Curriculum and
Standards Authority no longer refers to “Graduation”. As such, KSHS has renamed the official school ceremony to
include all students that have completed Year 12, achieved Good Standing and demonstrated a positive attitude
and commitment to their studies.
 The eligibility of students to attend the Presentation Ceremony will be determined by Senior Executive.
 The Presentation Ceremony is scheduled for Monday December 6th 2021.
School Ball
Only students who have maintained their Good Standing will be invited to attend the School Ball. This includes
those attending as partners.
 Students who lose their Good Standing may enter into an arrangement with the Deputy Principal to get
their Good Standing reinstated.
 Students not invited to attend the ball may lodge an appeal with the Deputy Principal. The outcome of
the appeal will be determined by the Deputy Principals responsible for Year 12 and Student Services and
the Student Services Manager.
 The School Ball is scheduled for Friday 10th December 2021.
KSHS INCENTIVES FOR HIGH ACHIEVERS
 1st Semester A’s
Students receiving 3 A’s or more in their first semester results will be acknowledged in the MUSE and will be
presented with certificates.
 Honour Society
Students achieving A’s in two thirds of the courses over two years (Years 11 and 12) will be inducted into the
Kelmscott Senior High School Honour Society at the Year 12 Presentation Ceremony. This will be based on end
of year course marks. An Honour Board in the front office includes the names of all students inducted into the
Honour Society.
 Monetary Incentives
o The KSHS ATAR Dux will receive $100 from the school.
o The KSHS VET Dux will receive $100 from the school.
o Students who achieve a scaled mark of over 75% in ATAR Courses will receive a certificate from the
school.
o Students who achieve a scaled mark of over 75% in General Courses will receive a certificate from the
school.
o Students who gain a SCSA Certificate of Merit will receive $50 from the school.
o Students who gain a SCSA Certificate of Distinction will receive $100 from the school.
•

High Achievers’ Morning Tea
Students who receive an outstanding ATAR score, SCSA Merit or Distinction Certificate are invited back to
KSHS for a High Achievers’ Morning Tea. KSHS Certificates of Excellence will be presented at a whole school
assembly early in Term One 2022.
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GOOD STANDING
Year twelves are the senior students of the school and as such, work towards earning and maintaining their Good
Standing. This is a term that refers to the status of an individual student at any given time and is an integral part
of a student’s participation at school. Good Standing is maintained through:
 Responsible behaviour
 Dress standards as per school policy
 Satisfactory attendance and punctuality
 Satisfactory work standards

RESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOUR
All students have the right to education. If any students diminish this right due to bad behaviour in the
classroom, they will be at risk of losing their good standing.
Students who disregard school rules will jeopardise their Good Standing.
 Who will determine the loss/gain of Good Standing - Year 12 Deputy
 How students can regain their Good Standing - Students will need to have a clear behaviour record for at
least 5 weeks.
SATISFACTORY ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY
An absence from class is defined by the absence from class without a legitimate reason.
 A legitimate reason may be ADWPL, an excursion or an absence substantiated with a note from a
parent/care-giver.
 However, if these absences (legitimate or not) exceed twelve in any one class (unit), good standing may
be in jeopardy. Continual tardiness will also affect Good Standing.
How students can regain their Good Standing?
Students will need to substantiate any outstanding attendance issues and catch up on any lost education from
class. This will include absences in examinations and designated catch up time. Following this, any absences
will need to be substantiated by a medical certificate. Punctuality will need to be improved over a five-week
period.
DRESS STANDARDS
Kelmscott Senior High School has a strict dress code. Students who continually disregard this will lose Good
Standing.
 Who will determine the loss/gain of Good Standing - Year 12 Deputy
 How students can regain their Good Standing - Students will need to adhere to the school’s dress code for
a five-week period.
WORK STANDARDS
Students are expected to work to the best of their ability and complete all set tasks.
 Students who do not perform at the expected standards of achievements will be interviewed by the deputy
principal for regular progress checks. Parent interviews will be conducted.
 Students who choose not to work effectively may lose their good standing. Students will need to maintain
a satisfactory academic record for at least 5 weeks to regain their good standing.

Loss of Good Standing
 Students and parents will be required to attend an interview.
 The student may be required to change courses or may not be allowed to continue courses in Year 12.
 Students may be banned from school/clan activities.
 Students may have to remain at school during flexi-time sessions.
 Students may not be able to participate in non-compulsory excursions.
 Students may not be able to attend the School Ball, Reward Activities or the Presentation Ceremony.
 Students may be given detention, reflection or suspension.
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2021
Term 1
8th February
12th February
16th February
19th February
26th February

30th March
31st March
1st April

Year 12 Parent Information Evening
Whole School Assembly
Financial Literacy Seminar
Last day for subject changes
Last date - Online applications for students wishing to apply for eligibility for English as
an Additional Language or Dialect (EAL/D) status, in order to be considered eligible for
Year 12 ATAR EAL/D in 2021.
SCSA Year 12 Information Handbook Part One - available on SCSA website
OLNA Testing - students who have not achieved Category 3 in Reading, Writing and
Numeracy need to sit the relevant assessments.
Reward Activity
Progress Reports issued to Parents/Carers
Last date - Applications for special arrangements ATAR examinations due to SCSA

Term 2
23rd April
28th April
Early May
Mid May
Early May - June
3rd May
7th May
3rd - 21st May
27th - 28th May

ANZAC Day Ceremony
Parent - Teacher - Student Interviews
TISC - Applications open for enrolment to university
TISC - Early offers for university for suitable applicants
Estimated dates for TAFE midyear entry
Round 1 OLNA Results available
Year 12 Assembly
Externally Set Tasks (for all Year 12 General and Foundation Courses)
KSHS Practical Examinations - dates to be advised by teachers

28th May

Last Date Student Declaration Form SCSA

2nd March
2nd - 26th March

st

th

31 May - 11 June
June 9

th

June 17th
June 28

th

Semester One Examinations
WACE - ATAR course examination timetables available on SCSA website
Senior School Music Concert
ATAR English/Literature Excursion Curtin University

st

Semester One Reports Available for Parents/Carers

nd

2 July
Term 3

NAIDOC Day

19th July
27th - 29th July
30th July

SCSA Year 12 Information Booklet Part Two available
Music Camp
Whole School Assembly

22nd July

6th August

Last date for withdrawal from ATAR courses with practical examination components must see Miss Sandhu as you need to consider WACE attainment
Last date for completed application forms for alternative format ATAR course practical
examinations - see Miss Sandhu
Athletics Clan Carnival

17th August

Reward Activity

August

Information about applying to the universities and admission to undergraduate courses
will be sent to Year 12 students at school. Application will be via TISC’s website.
Last date for withdrawal from ATAR courses without practical examination components
- must see Miss Sandhu as you need to consider WACE attainment.
Last date to withdraw from General, Foundation, Preliminary and VET industry specific
courses - must see Miss Sandhu as you need to consider WACE attainment.
Front covers of ATAR examinations available SCSA website

1 July

29th July

9th August

27th August
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30th August - 17th
September
September
2nd - 4th September
9th September

9th - 10th September
16th - 24thSeptember
25th September - 17th
October

Term 4
T.B.A.
18th October
14th October
15th October
19th October
20th October
22nd October
30th October
1st November
19th November
6th December
10th December
24th November
20th December
Early January 2022

OLNA Testing - students who have not achieved Category 3 in Reading, Writing and
Numeracy need to sit the relevant assessments
TAFE Applications open and information distributed to all Year 12s
O/ED camps organised for this time
Personalised examination timetables for practical and written ATAR courses available
Students can access their personalised examination timetables via SCSA student
portal at https://studentportal.scsa.wa.edu.au
KSHS Practical Examinations - dates advised by teachers
Examinations
Practical WACE Examinations
 25/9- EALD
 25/9 - 3/10 Music and Physical Education Studies
 9/10 - 17/10 Languages
TAFE applications due
Round 2 OLNA Results available
Dress Up Day
Year 12 Breakfast and Final Assembly
Last Day for Year 12 Students
Statement of Results Provided to Students
A Division Athletics Carnival
Last date of appeals of results to Miss Sandhu
Last date for appeals of results to SCSA
WACE examinations commence
WACE examinations conclude
Year 12 Presentation Evening
Year 12 School Ball
Last date of completed sickness/misadventure applications to SCSA
Year 12 students’ results available online via SCSA student portal
SCSA issues the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE), course reports,
Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement (WASSA), selected award
certificates for Year 12 students via SCSA student portal

Please note:
 Some of these dates have not been confirmed and are subject to change.
 Check the SCSA Information Booklets for Updated dates of importance.
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WACE REQUIREMENTS
To be awarded a WACE, students must meet a number of requirements. The first of these is a set of general
requirements about course completion. Other requirements include demonstrating the literacy and numeracy
standard, the breadth and depth requirement and the achievement standard requirement. All requirements must
be met for a student to be awarded a WACE.
Many of you will have already met the literacy and numeracy standard through your Year 9 NAPLAN results or the
two rounds of the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment in 2020. If not, there will be further opportunities
this year and in Year 12 to do so.
Students entering Year 12 in 2021 have three options for the course completion requirement to achieve the WACE.
These options are detailed as part of the information presented in this handbook. Bear in mind that you want your
options during and after school to meet your needs, interests and aspirations. The WACE is awarded by the School
Curriculum and Standards Authority (the Authority) when students successfully meet the WACE requirements.
To meet the WACE achievement requirements, you must:





demonstrate a minimum standard of literacy and a minimum standard of numeracy
complete a minimum of 20 units, or equivalents as described below
complete
o at least four Year 12 ATAR courses* OR
o at least ﬁve Year 12 General courses† and/or ATAR courses or equivalent* OR
o a Certificate II‡ (or higher§) VET qualification in combination with ATAR, General or Foundation
courses.
*In the context of ATAR courses in the WACE, the term ‘complete’ requires a student to sit the ATAR
course examination or has an approved sickness/misadventure application for not sitting the examination
in that course.
*Students who do not sit the ATAR course examination will not have a course mark or grade recorded on
their WASSA, nor will they receive an ATAR course report. The pair of units will not contribute to any
WACE requirements.
Note: for ATAR courses with practical components, students must complete both the written and practical
examinations.
†Founda on courses do not contribute to mee ng the WACE achievement requirement with this op on.
Students taking Foundation courses must complete a Certificate II or higher.
‡In the context of VET in the WACE, the term ‘complete’ requires that a student has been deemed
competent in all units of competency that make up a full qualification.
§The partial completion of a Certificate III or higher VET qualification may meet this requirement
according to predetermined criteria (see the WACE Manual for further information).

Literacy and numeracy standard requirement
You must demonstrate the minimum literacy and numeracy standard based on skills regarded as essential for
individuals to meet the demands of everyday life and work. This standard is equivalent to Level 3 of the Australian
Core Skills Framework (https://www.education.gov.au/australian-coreskills-framework).
For the WACE literacy standard, you must demonstrate the minimum standard of literacy either by successfully
completing the literacy components of the Authority’s Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year
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10, or subsequently, or by pre-qualifying through achieving Band 8 or higher in the reading and writing tests of the
Year 9 National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN).
For the WACE numeracy standard, you must successfully complete the numeracy component of the OLNA in Year
10, or subsequently, or by pre-qualifying through achieving Band 8 or higher in the numeracy test of Year 9
NAPLAN.
This means that, if you have achieved Band 8 or above in the reading, writing or numeracy component of the Year
9 NAPLAN you will be considered to have pre-qualified for that component and do not need to sit the OLNA for
that component.
Sitting the OLNA
If you have not pre-qualified in reading, writing or numeracy you are required to sit the corresponding
component/s of the OLNA in Semester 1 of Year 10. If you do not meet the standard in Semester 1, then you must
sit the OLNA in Semester 2 of Year 10, and, if required, in Semester 1 of Year 11. You will have up to six
opportunities (in March and September of each year) before completing Year 12 to demonstrate the WACE
minimum standard of literacy and numeracy.
If you do not achieve a WACE while at school because you do not demonstrate the standard in one or more of the
reading, writing or numeracy components, you can apply to re-sit the necessary test/s. If you subsequently
demonstrate the literacy (reading and writing) and numeracy standard and meet all the WACE requirements
current at the time, you will be issued with a WACE.
Adjustments
If you have a condition/s that may significantly limit your capacity to participate in the OLNA, disability
adjustment provisions for timed assessments are available. For information about the adjustment provisions,
see http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/assessment/olna/disabilityadjustments.
If you are a student with a disability or have additional needs and choose not to sit the assessment or have not
demonstrated the standard through your performance in Year 9 NAPLAN, you will not qualify for the WACE. It is
important that you and your parents/guardians/carers discuss your options with appropriate staff members at
your school.
After discussions with your parents/guardians/carers, and the school, you may choose not to sit the OLNA.
However, this means that you will not achieve a WACE.
Achievement standard requirement
You must achieve at least 14 C grades or higher (or equivalents) in Year 11 and Year 12 units, including at least six
C grades (or equivalents) in Year 12 units. Unit equivalents The WACE requirement for at least 20 units and at least
14 C grades may be met partly through unit equivalents. These are units within VET and endorsed programs of at
least 55 nominal hours. They are known as unit equivalents because they are considered equivalent to one unit of
a Year 11 or Year 12 course.
You can obtain unit equivalents through VET qualifications and/or endorsed programs. The maximum number of
unit equivalents available through VET and endorsed programs is four Year 11 units and four Year 12 units. You
may obtain:
• up to eight unit equivalents through completion of VET qualifications, or
• up to four unit equivalents through completion of endorsed programs, or
• up to eight unit equivalents through completion of a combination of VET qualifications and endorsed
programs, but with endorsed programs contributing no more than four unit equivalents (two Year 11
units and two Year 12 units).
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For VET qualifications:
• a Certificate I is equivalent to two Year 11 units
• a Certificate II is equivalent to two Year 11 and two Year 12 units
• a Certificate III or higher is equivalent to two Year 11 and four Year 12 units
• a partially completed Certificate III or higher is equivalent to two Year 11 and two Year 12 units (credit is
allocated only if the criteria for partial completion are met).
You can find unit equivalents for endorsed programs on the Authority’s approved list of endorsed programs (see
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/vet/endorsed-programs).

INFORMATION FROM SCSA
When planning your future pathway, do not be afraid to ask questions and to use your support network. Be
proactive and engage with these people. Avoid hearsay and find the answers to your questions from credible
sources.
Go to official websites and ask the people responsible for exams (SCSA) or ATAR (TISC) and prerequisites
(universities) your questions.
SOCIAL MEDIA
Keep up-to-date with information about the WACE, WASSA, exams and important dates. The SCSA has two
Facebook pages and a Twitter account.
The SCSA recommends that the general Facebook page as the most relevant for Year 12 students and as a way to
contact if you have questions.
 https://facebook.com/SCSAWA is for students in Years 10, 11 and 12, their parents, teachers and community
stakeholders. The focus of the page is on providing information to students working towards the WACE and a
WASSA.
HELPDESK
If you have trouble accessing the portal, you can email http://wacehelp@scsa.wa.edu.au(monitored from Monday
to Friday between 8.00 am to 5.00 pm). The helpdesk staff will need you to provide proof of your identity. Due to
security restrictions, information such as your student number cannot be provided over the phone.
https://www.wace.wa.edu.au/
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WACE COURSES
There are four types of WACE courses – ATAR, General, VET industry specific and Foundation courses.
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) courses
ATAR courses are designed for students who are typically aiming to enrol in a university course directly from
school. These courses will be examined by the Authority and contribute to the achievement of an ATAR. You must
sit the final examination to complete the course.
General courses
General courses are designed for students who are typically aiming to enter vocationally based training or the
workforce directly from school. These courses will not be examined by the Authority. However, they each have an
externally set task (EST) in Year 12 which is set by the SCSA.
Vocational Education and Training (VET) industry specific courses
These courses are designed for students typically aiming to enter further vocationally based training or the
workforce directly from school. They include a full Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) qualification,
mandatory workplace learning and contribute to the Certificate II requirement for a WACE. VET industry specific
courses count towards your WACE as course unit credit, which allows you to include more VET in your secondary
education program.
Foundation courses
Foundation courses are designed for students who have not been able to demonstrate the minimum standard of
literacy and/or numeracy before Year 11 and are unlikely to do so before the end of Year 12 without significant
levels of support.
These courses are not designed, nor intended, to be an alternative senior secondary pathway. They are not
externally examined. However, they each have an EST in Year 12 which is set by the SCSA. These courses provide
a focus on functional literacy and numeracy skills, practical work-related experience and the opportunity to build
personal skills that are important for life and work.
•
•
•

The only students who may enrol in Foundation courses in Semester 1 of Year 11 are those who have not
yet demonstrated the minimum standard of literacy and/or numeracy by the end of Year 10.
Students who have demonstrated the minimum standard of literacy and/or numeracy by the end of Year
10 are not eligible to enrol in the Foundation courses in Year 11.
Students who have not demonstrated the minimum literacy standard are permitted to enrol in both the
List A and List B Foundation courses and, if the literacy standard is not achieved before the end of
Semester 1 of Year 11, remain enrolled in Foundation courses until the end of Year 12.

Students who demonstrate the minimum standard of:
• literacy in Semester 1 of Year 11 are not eligible to continue in the List A Foundation courses in Semester
2 of that year
• numeracy in Semester 1 of Year 11 are not eligible to continue in the Foundation List B courses unless
they are yet to demonstrate the minimum literacy standard
• literacy in Semester 2 of Year 11 or during Year 12 will be permitted to continue in Year 12 in Foundation
English and their other List A and List B Foundation courses studied in Year 11
• numeracy in Semester 2 of Year 11 or during Year 12 will be permitted to enrol in Foundation Mathematics
and other List B Foundation courses in Year 12.
If you enrol in a Foundation course in Year 12 from 2021, you must complete a Certificate II (or higher) to achieve
your WACE. This is to make sure you are well prepared for the workforce or further training.
14

Preliminary courses
SCSA also offers Preliminary courses for those students who have been identified as having a learning difficulty
and/or an intellectual disability. They provide a relevant option for students who:
• cannot access the ATAR, General or Foundation course content with adjustment and/or disability
provisions
• have been identified as having a recognised disability under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and
meet the above criteria.
Preliminary courses do not contribute to achievement of the WACE. Students who meet the requirements of Unit
Completion for Preliminary course units will have their progress documented in their WASSA.
ENDORSED PROGRAMS
Endorsed programs provide access to areas of learning not covered by WACE courses or VET programs and
contribute to the WACE as unit equivalents. Endorsed programs may replace up to two Year 11 course units and
two Year 12 course units you need to achieve your WACE.
Endorsed programs can be delivered in a variety of settings by schools, community organisations, universities,
training organisations and workplaces.
The list of endorsed programs is available on the Authority website:
http://seniorsecondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/vet/endorsed-programs.
You should discuss endorsed programs opportunities with Miss Sandhu or Mr Rogan.
VET
VET qualifications are for students wishing to participate in nationally recognised training. All VET qualifications
require registered training organisation (RTO) delivery, assessment and quality control under the relevant VET
regulatory body.
A Certificate II or higher is one option for meeting the requirements to achieve a WACE. VET credit transfer can
contribute up to eight of the 20 units you need to achieve your WACE. These qualifications contribute to the WACE
as unit equivalents. Students may have their VET achievements contribute to the WACE either as:
• a VET industry specific course
• VET credit transfer (the mechanism by which VET qualifications may be used to substitute for a specified
number of WACE course units – see also unit equivalents)
• a combination of the above.
There are special circumstances in which a partly completed Certificate III or higher may meet the minimum
requirement of a Certificate II. For more information on how VET contributes towards your WACE visit the SCSA’s
VET web page at http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/vet/how-vet-contributes-towards-wace.
Diagram showing how VET Contributes to the WACE
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WACE LIST A AND LIST B SUBJECTS FOR BREADTH OF STUDY
LIST A - ARTS/LANGUAGES/SOCIAL SCIENCES OFFERED AT KSHS
Code
HIA
BME
CAE
CFC
ECO
ENG
ELD
GEO
GSL
HEA

Subject
Ancient History
Business Management and Enterprise
Career and Enterprise
Children, Family and the Community
Economics
English
English as an Additional Language or Dialect
Geography
German: Second Language
Health Studies

Code
JSL
LIT
HIM
MUS
PAL
VAR

Subject
Japanese: Second Language
Literature
Modern History
Music
Politics and Law
Visual Arts

LIST B (MATHEMATICS/SCIENCE/TECHNOLOGY)
Code
ACF
APS
AIT
BLY
CHE
CSC
DES
FST
HPO
HBY

Subject
Accounting and Finance
Animal Production Systems
Applied Information Technology
Biology
Chemistry
Computer Science
Design
Food Science and Technology
Health, Physical and Outdoor Education
Human Biology

Code
ISC
MDT
MAT
MAE
MAM
MAS
OED
PES
PHY
PSY
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Subject
Integrated Science
Materials Design and Technology
Mathematics
Mathematics Essential
Mathematics Methods
Mathematics Specialist
Outdoor Education
Physical Education Studies
Physics
Psychology

SOME WORK FOR YOU TO COMPLETE


List the subjects that you are studying this year, completing the table below.

ENGLISH
REQUIREMENT



LIST A SUBJECTS
(ARTS/LANGUAGES/
SOCIAL
SCIENCES/HEALTH
STUDIES)

LIST B SUBJECTS
(MATHEMATICS/SCIENCES/
TECHNOLOGY)

VET CERTIFICATE

ENDORSED
PROGRAMS

List the subjects that you studied last year and the grades/marks you achieved, completing the table
below

ENGLISH
REQUIREMENT

LIST A SUBJECTS
(ARTS/LANAGUAGES/
SOCIAL SCIENCES)

LIST B SUBJECTS
(MATHEMATICS/SCIENCES/
TECHNOLOGY)

VET CEERTIFICATE

ENDORSED
PROGRAMS



At the completion of Year 11, have you maintained a C grade or better across all your subjects?



Are you on track to achieving your WACE?



If you are an ATAR student, are you tracking with at least a 70% average?



If you have answered no to any of the above questions, speak to your home room teacher. If you have
not already done so, request an interview with Miss Sandhu via the front office receptionists today.
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GRADES and SCHOOL MARKS












To be assigned a grade and a mark out of 100 for a pair of WACE course units, you must have had the
opportunity to complete your school’s education and assessment programs for the units.
You will receive a grade (A, B, C, D or E) for each pair of units that you complete, except for Preliminary (P)
units, which are not graded. Student achievement for P units is recorded as ‘completed’ or ‘not completed’.
Course completion is determined by the school according to criteria set by SCSA.
You will also receive a school mark in the range 0 to 100 for each unit pair of an ATAR, General or Foundation
course you complete in Year 12.
For the school mark for an ATAR course with a practical examination (performance, oral, portfolio or
production), you receive a practical mark out of 100 as well as a written mark out of 100. Marks are not
reported for Preliminary courses.
Endorsed programs are not comprised of units, but a successfully completed endorsed program is allocated
one, two, three or four unit equivalents. An endorsed program is allocated unit equivalence on the basis of
‘average’ learning time.
You will receive a ‘completed’ status instead of a grade for VET industry specific course unit pairs. The notation
‘completed’ counts the same as a C grade. If you do not complete the requirements of a VET industry specific
course, you will be awarded a ‘U’ notation, but WACE credit may contribute as VET unit equivalence, depending
on how much of the course you have finished.
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EXAMINATIONS
First and Second Semester Examinations
School based examinations are scheduled to occur during Terms 2 and 3 respectively. This will ensure all course
content has been delivered and revision has taken place.
• School-based Semester One Examinations are scheduled for Monday May 31st - Friday June 11th 2021.
• School-based Semester Two Examinations are scheduled for Thursday September 16th - Friday September
24th 2021.
WACE Examinations
In order to achieve your desired ATAR, an important point to remember is to work to capacity throughout the year
to ensure your performance in the ATAR examinations reflects the mark you receive for your school-based
assessments. Students who are enrolled in a Year 12 ATAR course (Units 3 and 4) are required to sit the ATAR
course examination in that course.
• If students do not sit an ATAR course examination and do not have an approved Sickness/Misadventure
Application for that course, the grades for the pair of units completed in that year will not contribute to
any of the WACE requirements.
• As a consequence, a student may not meet the requirements to receive a WACE.
Each student who has completed a pair of units in a Year 12 course and sat the ATAR course examination for that
course, receives an ATAR course report that summarises the student’s achievement at school and in the ATAR
course examinations.
• It also shows a student’s performance in relation to the performance of other students in the course.
All ATAR Courses have compulsory examinations.
• The 2020 ATAR course practical examinations are scheduled as follows:
o Music and Physical Education Studies: 25th September - 3rd October
o English as an Additional Language or Dialect: 25 September - 10 October
o Languages: 9th October - 17th October
 The written examinations will commence on 1st November and conclude on Friday 19th November.
 The 2021 written ATAR course examination timetable will be published on Wednesday, 9th June.
 On 9th September, you will be able to download a copy of your Personalised Examination Timetable via
the SCSA student portal at https://studentportal.scsa.wa.edu.au
o This will show course, time, date and location for each written examination in which you are
enrolled, including Interstate Language examinations.
o You must check this timetable to see that all of the examinations you are planning to sit are listed.
o If you believe there is an error on your Personalised Examination Timetable, please immediately
consult with Miss Sandhu to check enrolment details.
Special Arrangements
Special arrangements may be made if you have permanent or temporary disabilities that may disadvantage you
in an examination situation. Special arrangements are available for practical or written examinations. Special
arrangements may include, for example, the consumption of food, the use of a scribe, extra working time, rest
breaks, specified seating, coloured or enlarged papers, alternative format practical examinations.
 The school must submit an application on your behalf if you are seeking any variation to the standard
examination conditions. The application must be supported by documentation as described on the
application form available from the SCSA website at https://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/forms/forms.
o See Miss Sandhu or Ms Marcotrigiano for assistance with this matter.
 Further information about permissible adjustments can be found in the SCSA’s Guidelines to disability
adjustments for timed assessments at www.scsa.wa.edu.au. This is most likely to affect candidates
studying Physical Education Studies but may apply to candidates in any course with a performance or
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interview component.
If you are suffering from a long-term injury or illness (i.e. injuries or illnesses existing at the start of Term
3) that will affect your participation in a standard practical examination of any course, you must have the
school apply for special arrangements for you to be examined in an alternative format.
In the case of illness or disability occurring at the time of the ATAR course examinations, candidates should
phone the Principal Consultant - Special Provisions at the SCSA on 9273 6316 to determine if
arrangements can be made.

Sickness/Misadventure
In the case of an unexpected illness or misadventure occurring at the time of the ATAR course examinations, you
should refer to the relevant section of the Year 12 Information Handbook Part I or Part II for details of the
procedure to follow. It is your responsibility to obtain supporting medical evidence about the illness or relevant
independent evidence about a misadventure at the time of the examination. You must submit the application to
the SCSA by the published due date.
 Contact Miss Sandhu or Ms Marcotrigiano for assistance with this matter.
 Consideration may be given to candidates (with the exception of non-school candidates) suffering from a
temporary sickness or misadventure close to or during the examinations, if they believe it may have
affected their performance in the examination.
o Long-term illness/injury and language difficulty will not be considered under these provisions.
 You should not miss an examination session merely because you do not feel able to do your best.
o The sickness/misadventure provisions are designed to cover the case of a candidate who
performs below expectations because of unexpected sickness or misadventure.
 If you do not attend an examination session and your sickness/misadventure application is unsuccessful,
you will not receive a mark in that course.
o This will result in you not completing the course and it could affect your achievement of the
WACE.
 The SCSA does not expect you to attend an examination session against specific medical advice.
 If you miss, or are not able to complete an examination session for health reasons, it is important that
medical evidence be provided to verify the nature and severity of the illness/injury.
o In most cases, that will mean producing evidence from a medical professional who was consulted
on the day of the examination or the day before.
o Medical evidence must be entered by the doctor directly onto the Sickness/Misadventure
application form – ATAR course examinations 2018 available from the SCSA website at




http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/forms/forms.
Under no circumstances should medical documentation or a completed sickness/ misadventure
application be given to any person in attendance at a practical or written examination centre.
No supplementary examinations are set.
o Practical examinations cannot be rescheduled.
Applications for sickness/misadventure are considered by a committee which includes a medical
practitioner. If your claim for special consideration is approved, the usual procedure is for the SCSA to
calculate an examination mark on the basis of your school mark and its relationship with the marks of

•

other students.
o The calculated mark could be very different from the school assessment.
o You receive the higher of the two marks – the actual examination mark and the estimated
examination mark.
o Practical marks and written marks are calculated separately.
You will be informed of the outcome of your application through the student portal at the same time as
you receive your online results. You cannot submit an application on the basis of:
o difficulties in preparation or loss of preparation time, for example, as a result of sickness during
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the year unless it is within two weeks of your first written examination
o

alleged deficiencies in tuition

o

long-term illness such as asthma, unless you have suffered an acute episode of the condition just
before or during the examination period

o

long-term injury or illness where you were required to submit an application for a special format
practical examination

o

the same grounds for which you have received special examination provisions - unless you have
experienced additional difficulties during an examination session

o

misreading the examination timetable causing you to miss an examination or arrive late to an
examination






o

misreading of examination instructions

o

events related to your school-based assessment in a course

o

attendance at a sporting, cultural or social event during the written examinations.

If difficulties are experienced as a result of any of the above, you should seek advice from Miss Sandhu.
Applications will be considered only if made on the correct form, available from examination centres and
the SCSA website at http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/forms/forms.
o Only one form should be used to cover all examinations for which the application is being made.
The completed form and all supporting evidence must be received at the SCSA no later than close
of business on 24th November.
o Electronic applications are not accepted. Applications can be posted (to arrive by the due date)
or delivered by hand.
o Applications that relate to the practical component must be submitted immediately following the
practical examination, unless it is anticipated that the sickness or misadventure will also affect
your performance in the written examination/s.
o Applications related to the written examinations should be submitted immediately following your
last written examination.
o Examination marks cannot be changed for non-school candidates who suffer a sickness or
misadventure before or during the examination, whether caused by the candidate, a third party
or the SCSA.
Students who suffer an illness or disability during the school year should discuss the matter with Miss
Sandhu.
o It is a school decision as to what arrangements will be made with respect to school assessments
in this situation.

Breach of Examination Rules
It is your responsibility to ensure that you understand all instructions relating to the examinations.
Breaches of examination rules and maximum penalties that might apply include, but are not limited to:
• Impersonation of a candidate - cancellation of all the candidate’s practical and/or written raw
examination marks, exclusion from remaining examinations in that year, and the matter reported to the
police.
•

Collusion between candidates - cancellation of the practical and/or written raw examination marks in the
examination of each of the candidates involved, together with an inspection of prior papers/recordings in
any common examination for evidence of collusion.

•

Possession or knowledge of examination questions before an examination - cancellation of all the
candidate’s practical and/or written raw examination marks. The matter will be reported to the police.
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•

•

Possession of unauthorised materials during the examination - cancellation of part or all of the candidate’s
practical and/or written raw examination marks where unauthorised materials are considered to be
relevant to the course being examined (whether or not actual use is established).
Possession of mobile technologies (for example, smart watch, mobile phone, iPod) and/or calculator in
an examination for which it is not approved will result in the cancellation of all or part of the candidate’s
practical and/or written raw examination mark.

•

Markings on authorised materials in the examination room - cancellation of part or all of the practical
and/or written raw examination mark where markings in tables, data books or dictionaries etc. are
considered to be relevant to the course being examined (whether or not actual use is established).

•

Removal of examination materials - unauthorised removal of examination materials from the examination
room will result in cancellation of the part(s) of the candidate’s practical and/or written raw examination
mark relating to the materials, the materials being removed and the matter reported to the police.

•

Examination room behaviour - blatant disregard of examination room regulations will result in the
removal of the candidate from the examination room.

•

Failure to follow examination instructions - cancellation of part or all of the candidate’s practical and/ or
written raw examination mark where the candidate’s failure to follow the instructions is considered to
have given the candidate an advantage over other candidates.

•

False declarations - cancellation of part or all of the practical and/or written examination mark where the
candidate falsely declares that the work presented for external assessment is their own and/or that it
conforms to the specifications of the course.

Examination Preparation
You may find the following resources useful in your examination preparation. Some of these documents can be
obtained from the SCSA.
• The syllabuses for all Year 11 and 12 courses can be found on the relevant course page at
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-materials opens in new window
• Student editions of past ATAR course examination reports, are published at







https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/further-resources
• Front covers of this year’s ATAR course examinations will be published in August, providing information:
o the time allowed for the paper;
o materials required/recommended for the paper - provided by the supervisor and provided by the
candidate;
o an important note to candidates; and
o the structure of the examination paper - the number of sections, the number of questions within the
sections, if there is any choice, the suggested working time for each section, the marks available and
the percentage of the examination.
Information about the Breach of Examination Rules is available on the SCSA website at
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/assessment/examinations/rules-of-conduct-for-atar-courseexaminations
It will also be in SCSA Part II of the Year 12 Information Handbook.
A comprehensive set of study notes that you have developed and refined as you complete each section of
the course should be your main source of information when revising for the examinations.
Marking keys from the ATAR course examinations are now publicly available for students to access and use
together with their preparation for the 2021 ATAR course examinations.
Materials required/recommended for written ATAR course examinations. Further details regarding ATAR
course examination requirements can be found by accessing the course syllabus at
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-materials
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o
o
o
o

Standard Items: pens, pencils, sharpener, eraser, correction fluid/tape, ruler, highlighters. (Note:
coloured pencils are allowed in all examinations).
Note: do not use erasable or gel pens.
For more information including the use of dictionaries and calculator in ATAR course examinations
refer to Appendix C and Appendix D of the Year 12 Information Handbook Part 1.
For detailed information regarding each of the practical examinations, you are strongly advised to
download the 2021 practical examination requirements document from the relevant course page
which can be accessed from the webpage.

EXTERNALLY SET TASKS
All students enrolled in a Year 12 General or Foundation course are required to complete the externally set task
(EST) developed by SCSA for that course.
• The design brief for the EST is provided in the Year 12 General or Foundation syllabus.
• The EST is marked by the teacher/s delivering the course using the marking key provided by SCSA.
• The school provides the marks for all students to SCSA.
• As the EST is included in the assessment table, the mark for this task contributes to the final mark for the
pair of units.
• The mark for the EST has a weighting of 15% of the final mark for a pair of units.
• Each year SCSA reviews a sample of EST scripts from each school delivering the course.
o The school submits the scripts of students nominated by SCSA for independent marking.
o Should the data indicate the need for the school to consider adjusting its marking standards, the
revised standards should be applied by the teachers when marking all future assessment tasks.
Your subject teacher will advise you about the date of your scheduled EST.
• The ESTs will be administered during 3rd- 17th May under standard test conditions.
VET ASSESSMENT
The delivery of assessment in VET requires that:
 a competency-based approach is used. This means that school assessment marks are not awarded for VET
achievement
 assessment judgements are based on being ‘competent’ or ‘not yet competent’
 the assessment must be conducted according to the national Standards for Registered Training
Organisations (RTOs) 2015 which includes the requirements for all training and assessment to be conducted
by a suitably qualified trainer and assessor in partnership with an RTO that is scoped to deliver the training
and assessment
 a record of the competencies achieved by each student is held by the RTO.
For more information on assessment in VET industry specific courses please refer to the syllabus documents
available from the VET Industry Specific Section of the Years 11 and 12 website.
ENDORSED PROGRAMS ASSESSMENT
The types of assessments that students will undertake are determined by individual endorsed programs and reflect
the SCSA's principles of assessment. For more information visit the Endorsed Programs Section of the Years 11 and
12 website.
ADJUSTMENT OF GRADES AND SCHOOL MARKS
During the school year, SCSA uses several procedures to ensure that the grades awarded by different schools are
comparable.
• Teachers meet in groups and/or are visited by SCSA officers to discuss assessment procedures and course
standards.
• The SCSA provides sample assessment tasks and samples of student work to indicate to teachers the
required level of difficulty and standard of marking for each course.
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Grades assigned by your teachers are based on the SCSA’s grade descriptions for each course.
o The grades you receive from your school are provisional until confirmed by the SCSA.
o The school is required to advise you in writing if any changes are made to your provisional grades
during the approval process.
o SCSA only adjusts grades assigned by a school in exceptional circumstances.
ATAR COURSES
Information about the achievement of a Year 12 who completes a pair of units in an ATAR course comes from two
sources:
• the student’s mark submitted by the school to the SCSA (school course mark out of 100)
• the student’s mark from the ATAR course examination set by the SCSA.
These marks are used to calculate the student’s combined score. TISC calculates scaled scores in all ATAR courses
for use in determining a student’s Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR).
•

For all ATAR courses with a practical examination (oral, performance, portfolio or production), for the pair of units,
schools are required to submit to SCSA:
• a course mark out of 100 (weighted for each component)
• a mark out of 100 for the written component
• a mark out of 100 for the practical component.
It is unlikely that school marks for the same course at different schools are comparable. However, the ATAR course
examination marks of students at all schools for the same course are on the same scale and are therefore
comparable.
• Statistical moderation of school marks in a course places the moderated school marks on the same scale
as the ATAR course examination marks at the school for that course. Thus, statistically moderated school
marks are comparable in all schools.
• For Year 12 ATAR courses with both a written and a practical component, statistical moderation is applied
separately to the written school marks and to the practical school marks.
o ATAR course written examination marks are used for the moderation of the written school marks
and ATAR course practical examination marks are used for the moderation of the practical school
marks.
o A combined mark is calculated for both the written and practical components. A student’s
combined mark for the written component is the average of the ATAR course written examination
mark and the moderated school mark for the written component.
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REVIEW OF SCHOOL ASSESSMENTS
The school must inform you in writing of your course grade and school mark for each pair of units by 19th October.
If you believe that your grade and/or school mark is incorrect, you should make a request in writing to the school
for a review of the result.
An assessment review can determine if:
• the assessment outline implemented conforms/conformed with the syllabus requirements
• the assessment policy implemented conforms/conformed with the SCSA guidelines
• the school’s assessment procedures conform/conformed with its assessment policy
• there were any procedural or computational errors in the determination of the school mark and/or grade.
A teacher’s judgement about a student’s achievement (i.e. the mark) on an individual assessment task is not
subject to review and as a result the school is not required to re-mark your work.
If, after an assessment review has been completed by the school, you still believe that your grade and/or school
mark is incorrect, then you can lodge an appeal with the SCSA on a form available from the SCSA website at
https://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/forms/forms.
• This form must be received by the SCSA by 29th October.
• A fee of $34 is payable for a pair of Year 11 or Year 12 units ($26 for a single Year 11 unit).
• Where a student appeal is upheld, the school is required to re-determine the grades and/or school marks
of all students who were affected by the issue.
ONLINE LITERACY AND NUMERACY ASSESSMENT (OLNA)
The OLNA is an online literacy and numeracy assessment. It is designed to enable students to successfully meet
the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) requirement of demonstrating the minimum standard of
literacy and numeracy.
Students who have achieved Band 8 or higher in any of the three components of reading, writing and numeracy
in their Year 9 NAPLAN are acknowledged as having demonstrated proficiency in using a range of ACSF Level 3
skills in that component and will not be required to sit the corresponding OLNA test.
 For more information visit the OLNA section of the Authority’s Years 11 and 12 website.
AUTHENTICITY OF YOUR WORK
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All work you submit for school assessment must be your own work. Any material that is included in your work that
is not your own must be acknowledged appropriately. Any activity that enables a student to gain an unfair
advantage over other students in a school assessment task will be penalised in accordance with the school’s
assessment policy. Unacceptable activities include, but are not limited to:
• copying someone’s work in part or in whole and presenting it as your own
• buying, stealing or borrowing another person’s work and presenting it as your own
• paying someone to write or prepare work
• submitting work to which another person such as a parent, tutor or subject expert has contributed
substantially
• using material directly from sources such as books, journals or the internet without appropriately
acknowledging the source
• building on the ideas of another person without reference to the source
• using the words, ideas, designs or the workmanship of others in practical tasks (oral, performance,
production, portfolio submission) without appropriate acknowledgement
• using non-approved materials and/or equipment during an assessment task or examination
• assisting another student to engage in an activity that will enable them to have an unfair advantage over
other students.
All the work you submit as part of a Year 12 ATAR course practical examination process also must be your own.
Any material included in your work that is not your own must be acknowledged appropriately.

CHANGING ENROLMENTS




The deadline for changes to course enrolments is 19th February.
The deadline for students to withdraw from Year 12 ATAR courses with a practical examination is 22nd
July.
 The deadline for students to withdraw from Year 12 ATAR courses that do not have a practical
examination component is 9 August.
 The deadline for changes to withdrawal of enrolment from General, Foundation, Preliminary and VET
industry specific courses is 10th August 2020.
No changes will be accepted after these dates.
BE AN ACTIVE ACTIVE LEARNER
Becoming an active learner may be the key to your success, here are some tips to becoming an active learner.
Determining Reasons and Goals for Completing Assignments
 Why am I to do this task?
 Why am I to read this material?
 What should I gain from it?
Reading Critically and Relating What You Know
 How is the author supporting his or her views?
 Is the evidence being presented biased?
 Is the evidence being manipulated in some way?
 Is the author being clear in his or her discussion and presentation of information?
 Is the author showing me how he or she reaches conclusions?
 How does this author's view compare to teacher's on this subject and to my own view?
 How does this concept relate to my experiences in this area?
Using as Many Senses as Possible
As an active learner, you use as many of your "senses" as possible in the learning process.
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 Read Critically - check for understanding.
 Write about what you have learned.
 Verbalize what you have learned by telling others (or yourself) about what you have learned. By verbalizing
what you have learned, you have to put it in your own words.
 Listen for the ideas you have learned and read about prior to your class.
Think Like Your Teacher
 What does my teacher want me to learn in this assignment?
 What ideas and concepts are similar or different in the assignment to the ideas and concepts my teacher has
presented in class?
 How does this assignment help me achieve the learning objectives for the course as indicated in the course
syllabus?
Practice Continual Review
As an active learner, you practice continual review. Practicing continual review can prevent test-taking anxiety and
attempts at cramming for tests. By spending a little time each week reviewing old material you become very
familiar with that material.
Seeing the Big Picture
Try, through connections, to ‘see the big picture’ - fit each assignment, class, and exam into a larger scheme for
the course.

STUDY SKILLS/HABITS
An effective home-study program involves more than just doing homework and completing assignments. It also
requires regular and effective revision of class work, reading of set texts and additional material and preparing
summary notes.
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Source: https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/267260559125023795/



Try MindMapping
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Get Organised!
 Use your Student Organiser
 Make a list of all the tasks you need to do for the day or week. It is very encouraging to see them being crossed
off as you complete them.
 Have a timetable to organise your study (see attachments).
 Have one place, a room, or a desk, that becomes your "study place" and always study here. Don't try and study
at the kitchen table or on your bed as these places have other uses too. It's best to have one place that you
always associate with study.
 Make your ‘study place’ a quiet place. Many students say they study best with the radio or music on, but
research shows that this is not an effective way to study. Use ear plugs if you must!
 Don't spend too long on one subject area. Use your study timetable to plan a few sessions per week per
subject.
 Do homework or least preferred/more difficult subject work first and then reward yourself by studying
something you enjoy.

Complete the questionnaire
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CORNELL NOTE TAKING METHOD
This format provides the perfect opportunity for following through with the 5 R's of note-taking:
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• Record - During the lesson, record in the main column as many meaningful facts and ideas as you can. Write
legibly.
• Reduce - As soon after as possible, summarize these facts and ideas concisely in the Cue Column. Summarizing
clarifies meanings and relationships, reinforces continuity, and strengthens memory.
• Recite - Cover the Note Taking Area, using only your jottings in the Cue Column, say over the facts and ideas
of the lecture as fully as you can, not mechanically, but in your own words. Then, verify what you have
said.
• Reflect - Draw out opinions from your notes and use them as a starting point for your own reflections on the
course and how it relates to your other courses. Reflection will help prevent ideas from being inert and
soon forgotten.
• Review - Spend 10 minutes every week in quick review of your notes, and you will retain most of what you
have learned.
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The best way to learn is to teach
Once you have organised your notes on a particular topic, plan to give your mum/sister/friend... a 'lecture' on
the topic with the goal of getting them to understand everything you need to know for that topic.
The act of trying to explain it to someone else (especially verbally) will help you to understand it more
thoroughly and more logically.

Source: https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/79516749660400659/
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STUDY TIMETABLE
Research has indicated that successful students work to a study timetable. We encourage all students to establish
a weekly timetable. The following study timetable is given as an example.
 If on any particular day the projected hours are not completed, this should be made up later in the week.
 Ideally the study timetable should be shared with parents.
 A copy on the refrigerator is a good idea.
 Each week the timetable may change to meet changing needs.

TIME

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

TIME

6:00-6:30am
6:30-7:00am
7:00-7:30am
7:30-8:00am

8:00am

8:00-8:30am

9:00am

8:30-3:30pm

10:00am
S C H O O L

3:05-3:30pm

11:00am

3:30-4:00pm

12:00

4:00-4:30pm

1:00pm

4:30-5:00pm

2:00pm

5:00-5:30pm

3:00pm

5:30-6:00pm

4:00pm

6:00-6:30pm

5:00pm

6:30-7:00pm

6:00pm

7:00-7:30pm

7:00pm

7:30-8:00pm

8:00pm

8:00-8:30pm

9:00pm

8:30-9:00pm

10:00pm

9:00-9:30pm
9:30-10:00pm
10:00-10:30pm
10:30-11:00pm
TOTAL

Complete a study timetable and provide a copy to your home-room teacher.

IT’S A QUESTION OF MOTIVATION
35

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

Is it possible to go from a Fail to a B or even an A? Yes!
Okay so you have been dragging your feet and year 11 wasn’t so good for you. Now is the time to do the ‘big
turnaround’, however this will only happen if you want and are willing to make a total commitment. If you are
motivated, you can do anything.
YOUR GAMEPLAN
o Believe in yourself - rather than bringing yourself down by saying “I am bad at Maths and I hate it!” change
the attitude. Start believing in yourself! Consider Maths a challenge rather than something that will defeat
you.
o Set yourself small goals - change won’t happen overnight, so plan little steps that are ‘do-able. For
example, mastering something you are not good at before attempting something you know. You will need
to set a time goal also in achieving this to get through the course. Expect to succeed! Then move on to
the next step.
o Don’t fool yourself - you will not succeed if you do all the planning, clean your desk, sharpen your pencils
. . . and then nothing! Do the work! Don’t just say all the right things, this is going to be the only way you
succeed

People become really
quite remarkable when
they start thinking that
they can do things. When
they believe in
themselves they have the
first secret of success.

PREPARING FOR EXAMINATIONS and TESTS
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Source: https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/365565694734028500/

Establishing a routine will help you meet your goals. Here are some ideas to get you started.
Ask yourself these questions
• How do I feel about the examinations/tests?
• What do the examinations/tests mean to me for my future plans?
• What can I do to get ready for the examinations/tests?
IDEAS FOR EXAMINATION/TESTS PREPARATION
Everyone works differently and it is worth taking an approach to study and revision that suits your learning style
and needs. Here are some common strategies for preparing for examinations/tests that you can consider.
• Read actively
o Reading actively involves engaging purposefully with material. There are many active reading
strategies but here are some useful starting points.
 Ask questions about the reading before you begin - for example, what are the facts, how
does the process work, what happens as a result of an action?
 Highlight, underline or circle key words and annotate your material with questions and
comments in the margins.
 Draw maps and charts of ideas and systems. Be creative and use simple visuals for big
ideas.
 Review and refine your notes on a regular basis to make them as clear as possible.
• Check your understanding as you work, and follow up on areas you need to clarify.
o Know what you know, learn what you do not know Identifying what you need to learn is a great
way to focus your energy and attention.
o Strengthening and deepening your understandings of what you already know is also worthwhile.
• Making a list can be a good starting point.
o Look at the syllabus and list what you know for a course in one column, list what you feel you do
not know in another.
o If there is anything that you are not sure whether you know it, put it in the do not know column.
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•

•

o Work on moving ideas and concepts into the know column.
Support and be supported
o It is important to stay connected with your friends, family and the people who support you while
you are preparing for examinations.
o If you study best on your own, remember to check in with other people and avoid isolating
yourself.
o If you study well with others, you can share ideas and test each other on key ideas and terms.
Remember, it is important to not take work from the study group to use as your own - collusion
and cheating can lead to a breach of examination rules.
Resources
o While you will not know what is in the examination/test until the day, you do know what is in the
syllabus.
o Use the syllabus to plan for your examinations/tests preparation.
o Develop study questions based on the content from the syllabus - and the work you have done
in class.
o What types of questions could be asked about different content? Use these questions in your
study.
o
o

•

Use the syllabus to organise your revision schedule by setting specific days to concentrate on
different areas.
Plan to systematically revise all the material from the syllabus in the lead up to the
examinations/tests.

Practice
o Use practice questions as part of your study routine, but remember that the purpose of practising
is to strengthen your understandings and improve your flexibility.
o Memorising essays will not help you in examinations/tests but knowing how to write answers
with limited time will.
o Use your practice to identify where you feel confident and where you need to invest more time.
o Practise examination/test techniques, including working with the meaning of key instructional
verbs to direct your approach to a question.
o

If you have limited time for practising extended response questions, write a plan to answer the
questions, including definitions and important issues, in dot points.

o

Look at how questions are presented in text books to get a good range of the types of questions
that can be asked.

o

Access previous ATAR course examination papers through the SCSA website and practise all the
questions available.

Note: the WACE course examinations (prior to 2016) available on the SCSA website may assess different
content from the current ATAR course examinations.
o You should always check the examination design brief in the syllabus and note any differences
and be aware of the current course content as detailed in the syllabus.
o Examination marking keys cannot be accessed by students. Teachers can access these on the
SCSA extranet. You should speak with your teacher about using the information you need as part
of your study program.

WHEN COMPLETING THE WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS/TESTS
• Use your reading time
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You cannot write anything during reading time but you can think about your answers!
What questions do you plan to answer?
Where will you begin?
Decide how you will approach the paper.
Invest time in planning.
While your ideas are fresh from reading time, quickly jot them down.
 Sketch out a plan for your responses.
 Order your points logically so your arguments will be well developed.
 Divide your time intelligently.
 Consider the suggested working time for each section and factor some checking
time into this working time.
 Balance your time. Spending a lot of time answering a question worth five marks
and hardly any time on a question worth 20 marks is not likely to add up well!
Answer the question asked
o Do not answer the question you wish you had been asked.
 Examination/Test markers have guidelines they have to use. They cannot guess your
potential. You need to demonstrate what you know and are able to do by responding to
the questions set in the examination paper.
Write legibly
o Markers will not be able to decipher writing that is illegible.
o Practise writing legibly under pressure.
Save time for editing
o Budget some time at the end of the examination/test to read through your answers.
o Focus on picking up any careless errors with calculations, spelling and grammar.
o
o
o
o
o
o

•

•

•

YEAR 12 ATAR COURSES OFFERED AT KSHS THAT HAVE AN EXTERNAL EXAMINATION
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Subject Code ATAR Course
Accounting and Finance
Animal Production Systems
Biology
Chemistry
Computer Science
Economics
English
English as an Additional Language or Dialect*
Geography
German: Second Language*
Health Studies
Japanese: Second Language*
Literature
Mathematics Applications
Mathematics Methods
Mathematics Specialist
Modern History

Code
ACF
APS
BLY
CHE
CSC
ECO
ENG
ELD
GEO
GSL
HEA
JSL
LIT
MAA
MAM
MAS
HIM

Music*

MUS

Physical Education Studies*
Physics
Politics and Law
Psychology

PES
PHY
PAL
PSY

ATAR Course
ATACF
ATAPS
ATBLY
ATCHE
ATCSC
ATECO
ATENG
ATELD*
ATGEO
ATGSL*
ATHEA
ATJSL*
ATLIT
ATMAA
ATMAM
ATMAS
ATHIM
ATMUSC*
ATMUSJ*
ATMUSW*
ATPES*
ATPHY
ATPAL
ATPSY

* Courses with a practical examination. All ATAR courses have a written examination.

MONITORING YOUR HEALTH and WELLBEING
There is a strong relationship between academic performance and the health and fitness of an individual.
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Source for the above graphics: SCSA Student Information Handbook 2020

Diet
o

o
o

Breakfast is one of the most important meals of the day. School performance will be adversely effected if
students miss breakfast.
Avoid excessive amounts of foods high in fat content (e.g. fried foods, fast foods)
Teenagers tend not to eat enough vegetables. A simple rule of 2/3 vegetables 1/3 meat is recommended
for each meal to maximize health.

Exercise
Regular exercise is essential to maintain health. Have you considered?
o Being a member of a sporting team.
o Walking or riding a bike rather than driving.
o A personal exercise programme (e.g. swimming).
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Source: SCSA Year 12 Information Handbook 2018
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STRESS
What is Stress?
Stress is an everyday fact of life.
Some stress can be good for you because it inspires you to meet life's challenges.
Too much stress can start to impact on your ability to manage everyday tasks and your health.
How Can Stress Be Reduced?
It's important to maintain as healthy a lifestyle as you can, more so when you are feeling stressed.
1. One way to alleviate stress is to eat a healthy and balanced diet - lots of fresh fruit and vegetables, lean
meats etc.
2. Get plenty of fresh air and exercise.
This does not mean lifting weights or strenuous aerobics or sport. These are not for everyone. A brisk 20
minutes’ walk, three or more times a week is enough for most people.
3. Get a good night's sleep.
If you are having difficulty falling and/or staying asleep try and get back into a regular sleep routine as
soon as you can.
4. Learn to recognise when you are stressed and then deal with it.
For example, do you become:
 argumentative and irritable?
 tense in the neck and shoulders or get headaches?
 constantly tired or lethargic despite plenty of sleep?
 not able to get a good night's sleep?
 always eating or have no appetite?
 indecisive, forgetful or have difficulty concentrating?
If you are experiencing one or several of these, you may be stressed.
5. Find ways to relieve your stress.
These could be any activity that you enjoy, either alone or in a group, such as:
 relaxing with a book or magazine
 having a long, relaxing bath or shower
 doing some writing or drawing
 "retail therapy" (ie shopping)
 listening to music
 or going out with friends.
6. Do something special for yourself.
Buy yourself a gift, make yourself a special meal, and treat yourself to
something you'd really like.
7. Talk to someone.
Speak to either a close friend or a trusted adult.
8. Do some goal setting and establish priorities.
At this time in your life these probably involve re-focusing on your studies and ensuring homework is
done, and then allowing time for relationships, paid work etc.
9. Start saying 'no'.
Don't take on so many personal commitments for which you really don't have time.
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HAVE A GROWTH MINDSET

PRACTICE MINDFULNESS
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SCSA AWARDS
GENERAL EXHIBITIONS
Forty awards, known as General Exhibitions, are awarded to the eligible students who obtain the highest School
Curriculum and Standards Authority WACE award. Scores are based on the average of five un-truncated scaled
scores, calculated to two decimal places, with at least two from each of List A and List B. The average marks scaling
process is used to determine the scaled scores.
CERTIFICATES OF MERIT AND CERTIFICATES OF DISTINCTION
Certificates of Merit and Certificates of Distinction recognise student achievement in the WACE and are dependent
on the degree of difficulty of the courses and programs undertaken, together with the student’s level of
achievement. These awards will be based on the grades awarded to students by their schools. A Certificate of
Merit or a Certificate of Distinction is to be awarded to each eligible student who, in their last three consecutive
years of senior secondary school WACE enrolment, accumulates:
 150 - 189 points = a Certificate of Merit
 190 - 200 points = a Certificate of Distinction.
Points for the achievement of Certificates of Merit and Certificates of Distinction are calculated according to the
following rules and table:
 points are accrued at the unit level
 points are accrued from 20 Year 11 and Year 12 units of which at least ten must be Year 12 units
 the units used to calculate a student’s points will be those that maximise the student’s score (maximum points
= 200)
 if a unit/course is repeated the result for the first attempt is used in the determination of these awards
 unit equivalents from AQF VET industry certificates achieved can be used to meet the requirements. A
maximum of eight unit equivalents can be used. An AQF VET industry Certificate II or higher must been
achieved. Achieved certificates in the following combination may be used:
i) one Certificate III or above
ii) two Certificate II
Endorsed programs and AQF VET vocational certificates may contribute a unit equivalence of up to four units -two
Year 11 units and two Year 12 units. Endorsed programs and AQF VET vocational certificates are not allocated
points and do not reduce the number of points required.
Points per
unit

ATAR
course

10

A

9

B

8

General
Course

A

Foundation
Course

VET Industry Qualification

Maximum Points
Per VET
Qualification

Certificate IV+ (Replaces two Year 11 and four Year
12 units)
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Certificate III 9Replaces two Year 11 and four Year
12 units 0
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Certificate II (Replaces two Year 11 and two Year 12
units)

24

7
6

Exhibitions and Awards
Exhibitions and awards are granted by the SCSA to senior secondary students studying SCSA courses and VET. The
awards recognise individual excellence in senior secondary schooling. Both general educational excellence and
subject-specific excellence are recognised.
A Course Exhibition may be awarded to the eligible student obtaining the highest combined mark for each WACE
course, provided that the mark is equal to or greater than 95. To be eligible for a Course Exhibition, the student
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must have completed at least two course units in the year of the award. No Course Exhibition will be available for
students who have not sat the examination in that course. Only one exhibition is awarded in each course.
CERTIFICATION
Folio of achievement
At the end of senior secondary schooling, all students who have satisfactorily completed any WACE course unit,
Preliminary unit, VET unit of competency or endorsed program will receive a folio of achievement. This folio will
include one or more of the following:
 WASSA
 WACE
 ATAR course report
 Selected award certificates.
WASSA
The WASSA formally records, as relevant:
 achievement of WACE requirements
 achievement of literacy (reading and writing) standard
 achievement of numeracy standard
 achievement of exhibitions and awards
 school grades, school marks and combined scores in ATAR units*
 school grades and school marks in General and Foundation units*
 completed Preliminary units
 completed VET industry specific units
 successfully completed VET qualifications and VET units of competency
 completed endorsed programs
 number of community service hours undertaken (if reported by the school).
* In Year 12, Units 3 and 4 are reported as a year-long course.
In Year 11, Units 1 and 2 are typically reported as a year-long course but may be reported separately.
WACE
The WACE indicates that you have met the specified requirements.
ATAR Course Report
A Year 12 ATAR course report, records the:
 school mark*
 moderated school mark**
 examination mark***
 combined score
 standardised combined score****
 state-wide distribution of combined scores in that course
 number of candidates who have completed the course
 ATAR course examination mark state mean.
The ATAR course report shows how you performed relative to all other students (excluding non-school candidates)
who have completed the course (represented by a location on a graph).
** A course that has a practical examination component will have the written and practical marks reported
separately.
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*School assessment
At the end of the year teachers use information from school-based assessments such as semester examinations,
classroom tests, class work, projects and practical work to assess each student’s performance and award a mark
which represents 50% of the total mark.
**Moderation
School marks are adjusted in line with school WACE exam results.
 If school assessments are generally higher than exam marks, school assessments will tend to be
moderated down.
 Conversely, school marks will be moderated up if WACE exam results are above expectations.
Note: All students need to work to their potential to ensure subjects at Kelmscott SHS are not moderated down.
***Raw examination mark
The actual mark obtained by a student in the WACE examination represents 50% of the total WACE mark.
****Scaled mark
Scaling is carried out to ensure fairness for all students seeking university entrance irrespective of their choice of
WACE Courses.
 The marks for a subject are scaled according to the general abilities of the students taking that subject
on a state-wide basis.
 This is a state-wide process that is beyond the control of the school or the individual.
 All course results will be scaled to ensure fairness to all students.
Year 12 ATAR Examination Results
Year 12 results will be available at https:// studentportal.scsa.wa.edu.au on 20th December 2021.
 Information relating to exhibitions and awards will be listed on the WASSA.
 Australian Tertiary Admission Rank Your ATAR is calculated by TISC on the basis of student achievement
data provided to them by the SCSA.
 The ATAR is not included on either the WASSA or the ATAR course report.
 You will be able to obtain your ATAR at www.tisc.edu. au in December 2021. To access your ATAR, you
will need your WA student number and a password.
 Initially, the password is pre-set, with instructions on the TISC login screen.
 For advice regarding university admission, phone TISC on 9318 8000 or email info@tisc.edu.au
CALCULATIONS OF TEA and ATAR
Your TEA (Tertiary Entrance Aggregate) is the sum of your best four scaled scores plus 10% of your best Language
Other Than English (LOTE) scaled score (if you have one), plus 10% of your scaled score (if you have one)
Mathematics: Methods ATAR plus 10% of your scaled score (if you have one) Mathematics: Specialist ATAR based
on the following rules:
 You can accumulate the scaled scores which contribute to your TEA over five consecutive years, but you
can only count any subject or course once. If you repeat a course, we use your best score in that course.
 There are some unacceptable course combinations (check the admission requirements for this year). For
these combinations, scores in both courses/subjects cannot both be used. We use your best score from
the combination.
 If you have a scaled score in a Language Other Than English, 10% of your LOTE scaled score is added to
the aggregate of your best four scaled scores. LOTE scaled scores must be from the current year or the
previous four years. If you have more than one LOTE score, only one (the best) LOTE scaled score will be
used as the LOTE bonus. You receive the LOTE bonus even if your LOTE course wasn't one of your counted
as one of your best four.
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If you have a scaled score in Mathematics Methods ATAR and/or Mathematics Specialist ATAR, 10% of
your scaled score/s in these subjects will be added to the aggregate of the best four scaled courses. You
receive the Mathematics bonus irrespective of whether your Mathematics Methods ATAR and/or
Mathematics Specialist ATAR course scaled scores are counted in the best four.
 The maximum TEA is 430.
Your TEA will be calculated and then converted to an ATAR, which tells you where you're ranked relative to other
students.
TEA TO ATAR
 TISC will construct a table to convert your TEA to an ATAR. The table takes into account the number of
students with a TEA and the number of people of Year 12 school leaving age in the state.
 This table is constructed annually - see pages 43 - 44.
UNACCEPTABLE COURSE COMBINATIONS - ATAR COURSES
You cannot use the following course combinations in calculating your ATAR. It may be possible to take both courses
but the result in only one may be used to calculate your ATAR.
 Chemistry ATAR with Integrated Science ATAR
 English ATAR with English as an Additional Language/Dialect ATAR
 English ATAR with Literature ATAR English as an Additional Language/Dialect ATAR with Literature ATAR
 Mathematics Applications ATAR with Mathematics Methods ATAR
 Mathematics Applications ATAR with Mathematics Specialist ATAR
 Physics ATAR with Integrated Science ATAR
THE AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSIONS RANK (ATAR)
 The ATAR is the basis of admission to most university courses. You are ranked in order of merit based on
your ATAR.
 An ATAR ranges from 99.95 to zero, and reports your rank position relative to all other students. It takes
into account the number of students who sit the WACE examinations in any year and also the number of
people of Year 12 school leaving age in the total population.
o If you have an ATAR of 70.00, for example, it indicates that you've achieved as well as or better
than 70% of the Year 12 school leaver age population in the state.
• The ATAR allows the results of any WA student applying for university admission interstate to be directly
compared with results in other states. All states (except Queensland) report student rankings as an
ATAR.
• You need at least four scaled scores for an ATAR to be calculated. The ATAR is calculated from your
Tertiary Entrance Aggregate (TEA).
• The ATAR is calculated using scaled marks in courses.
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2020 TEA/ATAR SUMMARY TABLE
The following table gives an indication of the minimum Tertiary Entrance Aggregate (TEA) required to achieve at least a particular
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR).

ATAR

Minimum TEA for ATAR

30.05

134.8

40.00

160.2

50.00

181.3

55.00

191.3

60.00

200.0

61.00

201.9

62.00

203.4

63.00

205.0

64.00

206.9

65.00

208.8

66.00

210.7

67.00

213.0

68.00

215.1

69.00

217.4

70.00

219.2

71.00

221.3

72.00

223.5

73.00

225.7

74.00

227.9

75.05

230.1

76.00

232.2

77.00

234.6

78.00

237.0

79.00

239.7
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80.00

242.2

81.00

245.1

82.00

248.0

83.00

250.8

84.00

254.1

85.00

257.1

86.00

260.6

87.00

264.2

88.00

268.0

89.00

271.7

90.00

275.7

91.00

280.6

92.00

285.7

93.00

290.9

94.00

296.3

95.00

302.8

96.00

310.5

97.00

319.0

98.00

331.3

98.50

339.8

99.00

350.6

99.50

366.5

99.70

377.7

99.90

394.5

99.95

404.0
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UNIVERSITY APPLICATION PROCEDURES
Information about applying to the universities and admission to undergraduate courses will be sent to Year 12
students at their schools in August 2021. Application will be via TISC’s website. The closing date for applications
without incurring a late fee is normally the last working day in September.
Offers of admission are made in the weeks following the release of Year 12 results. Any further information about
application procedures may be obtained from TISC.
• Enquiries about mid-year entry, external studies, postgraduate studies, timetables and particular course
requirements should be directed to the university concerned.
• You need to apply for admission through TISC if you:
o are an Australian citizen;
o are a New Zealand citizen;
o have been approved/granted Australian permanent resident status.
• If you are not one of the above, you are an international student and you need to apply direct to the
International Centre at the relevant university.
REQUIREMENTS FOR UNIVERSITY ADMISSION
To be considered for university admission as a school leaver applicant, normally you must:
• meet the requirements for the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) prescribed by the
School Curriculum and Standards Authority;
• achieve competence in English as prescribed by the individual universities;
• obtain a sufficiently high ATAR/Selection Rank for entry to a particular course; and
• satisfy any prerequisites or special requirements for entry to particular courses.
For entrance to some selected University courses at Curtin University, Edith Cowan University and Murdoch
University Portfolio Entry is available. More information may be obtained about this from the Tertiary Institutions
Services Centre (TISC) website under Admission Requirements 2021. Universities reserve the right to change,
withdraw or amend any course or program that they offer, to impose limitations on enrolment in any unit or
course and/or vary arrangements for such course.
COMPETENCE IN ENGLISH/LITERATURE FOR UNIVERSITY ADMISSION
• For university admission purposes, usually you demonstrate competence in English by achieving the
prescribed standard in one of the courses: English ATAR, Literature ATAR or English as an Additional
Language/Dialect (EAL/D) ATAR.
• You can meet the competence in English requirement with Year 12 results obtained in any calendar year.
• English as an Additional Language/Dialect ATAR can only be taken by students who meet eligibility criteria
set by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority.
Curtin University, Murdoch University and The University of Western Australia
You must achieve a scaled score of at least 50.
Edith Cowan University
You must achieve:
• a scaled score of at least 50; or
• a letter grade of A, B or C in units 3 and 4 studied in Year 12.

CONCESSIONS - Curtin University and The University of Western Australia
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If you have not met the requirement for one of these universities, that university will concede competence in
English to you if you have
• achieved a moderated numeric school assessment or numeric examination assessment of at least 60 in
English ATAR or Literature ATAR.
• For English as an Additional Language/Dialect ATAR, a moderated written school assessment or written
exam mark of at least 60 is required.
o If you have not met the above requirement above for Curtin University or The University of
Western Australia, but you have:
 achieved an ATAR/Selection Rank above the minimum specified annually by the
university; and
 achieved a scaled score less than 50 in English ATAR, Literature ATAR or English as an
Additional Language/Dialect ATAR,
then you may demonstrate your competence in English by sitting the Special Tertiary
Admissions Test (STAT), or another test of English approved by the university(ies) early in
January.
Murdoch University
If you have not met the requirement for this university, Murdoch University will concede competence in English
to you if you have:
• achieved a moderated numeric school assessment or numeric examination assessment of at least 55 in
English ATAR or Literature ATAR.
• For English as an Additional Language or Dialect ATAR, a moderated written school assessment or written
exam mark of at least 55 is required.
o If you have not met the above requirement for Murdoch University, but you have:
 achieved an ATAR above the minimum specified annually by the university’ and
 achieved a scaled score less than 50 in English ATAR, Literature ATAR or English as an
Additional Language/Dialect ATAR, then you may demonstrate your competence in
English by sitting the Special Tertiary Admissions Test (STAT), or another test of English
approved by the university early in January.
GUARANTEED ATAR/SELECTION RANKS FOR UNIVERSITY ENTRY
Guaranteed ATARs/Selection Ranks have been provided by the universities for most of their courses.
 If you achieve the Guaranteed ATAR/Selection Rank for a course, you are guaranteed acceptance into
that course, provided you also achieve WACE, English Competency and a scaled score of 50 or more in
the ATAR course prerequisites listed for the university course.
 Remember, though, that the actual offer you receive will depend on your preference order.
 Some courses have no Guaranteed ATAR/Selection Rank listed, as they use additional selection criteria
(such as UMAT, audition, interview, etc) and/or have limited places available.
For more information on each of the universities, refer to:
http://www.tisc.edu.au/static/statistics/cutoff-rank/cutoff-index.tisc
MINIMUM ATAR/SELECTION RANKS FOR UNIVERSITY ENTRY
Minimum ATARs/Selection Ranks (previously known as Indicative ATARs) have been provided by the universities
for most of their courses.
 Minimum ATAR/Selection Ranks show you the rank needed to be considered for entry to a course.
However, obtaining these ranks is not a guarantee of being selected for a place in these courses.
 Some courses will have N/A for the minimum ATAR/Selection Rank, where an ATAR is not applicable due
to emphasis on other eligibility criteria.
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For more information on each of the universities, refer to:
http://www.tisc.edu.au/static/statistics/cutoff-rank/cutoff-index.tisc

NOTRE DAME UNIVERISTY
The enrolment procedures for the University of Notre Dame Australia differ from those of the four public
universities in Western Australia.
 NDA utilises a comprehensive admissions process that goes beyond the use of a single score. The
admission process considers:
o
WACE
o
Personal qualities and motivation
o
Contribution to school and community life
o
Academic record (school assessment / ATAR)
o
Admissions interview
 A scaled mark of 50 or more in the English Course or Literature Course will be required in order to meet
the English Language Competence requirement.
For more information, please refer to:
https://www.notredame.edu.au/study/how-to-apply
PREREQUISITES
 Make sure that you satisfy the prerequisites for admission to the university course of your choice.
Prerequisites are courses or special requirements that must be successfully completed for entry to
particular university courses. Generally, a scaled score of 50 or more in an ATAR course is required for
prerequisites purposes. See individual university course entries which follow for details. Prerequisites may
be satisfied by results from the current year or previous four years.
 Murdoch University does not require applicants to have undertaken specific prerequisite courses and
instead provides introductory units to enable its students to become skilled in specific areas in which they
may be lacking.
 Refer to the following link to consider the prerequisites for university courses:
https://www.tisc.edu.au/static-fixed/guide/slar-2021.pdf
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UNIVERSITY CONTACT DETAILS
University
Curtin University of
Technology

Minimum entry requirements

University Admission Centre
Certificate IV and separate evidence of English competence.
In many instances a diploma or advanced diploma and
T: (08) 9266 7805
subject prerequisites are recommended.
F: (08) 9266 4108
For further information on relevant prerequisite
E: admissions@curtin.edu.au
requirements check courses.curtin.edu.au
W:futurestudents.curtin.edu.au

Edith Cowan University
Certificate IV in an appropriate discipline as determined by
(ECU)
ECU and English language competence.
Certificate III awards meet entry requirements for the ECU
University Preparation Course and University Preparation
Course (Education Assistant Program).
Note: For applicants who have not completed 12 years of
schooling, please contact ECU for admission requirements.

Student Recruitment and Central
Marketing Office
T: 13 43 28
E: futurestudy@ecu.edu.au
W: reachyourpotential.com.au

The Student Centre

Murdoch University

T: 1300MURDOCH
F: (08) 9360 6491
E: ask.murdoch.edu.au
(online queries)
W:murdoch.edu.au

Certificate IV

University of Notre
Dame Australia

University of Western
Australia

Contact information

Admissions Office
Post Year 12 level.
Certificate IV and English language competence.

T: (08) 9433 0537
F: (08) 9433 0544
E: admissions@nd.edu.au
W:nd.edu.au

On gaining a place at UWA, a diploma and/or advanced
diploma graduate may be eligible for credit transfer
(advanced standing).
Applications for credit are assessed on an individual basis.
The amount of credit granted will depend on the relevance
of elements of the TAFE qualification to the degree course
and on evidence of academic quality beyond “competent”.

Admissions Centre

PORTFOLIO ENTRY INTO SELECTED COURSES AT CURTIN UNIVERITY
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T: (08) 6488 2477
Country Callers: 1800 653 050
F: (08) 6488 1226
E: study@uwa.edu.au
W:studyat.uwa.edu.au

Alternative entry is available in selected courses for those who can demonstrate equivalence to Curtin's ATAR
entry through the submission of a portfolio. You can visit http://futurestudents.curtin.edu.au/school-leavers/howto-getin/flexible-entry-pathways/portfolio.cfm for further information about the portfolio requirements and
application process. An interview might be required as part of the application process.
PORTFOLIO ENTRY PATHWAY TO EDITH COWAN UNIVERSITY (ECU)
ECU offers an additional pathway for entry by school leaver students. To be considered for admission by Portfolio
Entry Pathway, you must meet WACE, English competency requirements, satisfy any prerequisites or special
requirements for entry to particular courses and have studied a minimum of four courses in Year 12, three of
which need to be at ATAR level. Applications will be partially assessed prior to release of final results and applicants
may be required to attend an interview.
Detailed information about the requirements for the Portfolio Entry Pathway to ECU may be obtained from
Student Recruitment on 134 328 or www.ecugetready.com.au.
MEDIA AND CREATIVE PORTFOLIO ENTRY TO MURDOCH UNIVERSITY
In addition to the requirements outlined above, Murdoch University offers a portfolio pathway for admission to
the Bachelor of Arts degrees in English and Creative Writing, and Theatre and Drama; Bachelor of Communication
degrees in Journalism, and Strategic Communication; Bachelor of Creative Media degrees in Games Art and Design,
Graphic Design, Photography, Screen Production, and Sound. You must satisfy Murdoch’s English requirement, as
outlined below, and should apply through TISC but submit your portfolio directly to Domestic Admissions at
Murdoch University. Portfolios will be assessed by academic staff in the relevant discipline.
For more information see https://portfolio.murdoch.edu.au/.
SCHOOL LEAVERS WITH AQF/TAFE/RTO QUALIFICATIONS
CURTIN UNIVERSITY
Curtin University will expect school leaver age applicants who seek entry via this pathway to have, as a minimum:
• successfully completed an AQF/TAFE Certificate IV;
• achieved WACE;
• met Curtin University’s competence in English requirement; and
• met course prerequisite requirements.
EDITH COWAN UNIVERSITY
ECU will expect school leaver age applicants who seek entry via this pathway to have, as a minimum:
• successfully completed an ECU approved AQF/RTO Certificate IV as part of their Year 12 studies;
•
achieved WACE;
• met ECU’s competence in English requirement; and
• met course prerequisite requirements. Students may apply direct to ECU.
MURDOCH UNIVERSITY
School leavers will be eligible for admission into most Murdoch degree courses, with successful completion of a
Certificate IV. They must also have:
• achieved WACE; and
• met Murdoch’s competence in English requirement.
THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
The University of Western Australia will accept an AQF/TAFE qualification at Diploma level as a basis of admission
for the Bachelor of Arts, Biomedical Science, Commerce and Science courses. Separate evidence of English
competence is also required. However, school leavers using a diploma achieved during their Years 11 and 12 must
also have:
• achieved WACE; and
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•

met UWA’s competence in English requirement.

ALTERNATIVE ENTRY TO UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY

Murdoch University

Edith Cowan
University

Curtin University

Notre Dame

OTHER ENTRY
PATHWAYS/PROGRAMS/OFFERS
OnTrack a pre-university program
FlexiTrack
OnTrack Sprint
Portfolio Pathway - some courses
Murdoch Institute of Technology
Extenuating Circumstances
Qualification from RTO
Special Tertiary Admissions Test (STAT)
Portfolio Entry Pathway
Educational Disadvantage Entry
Indigenous Tertiary Enabling Course
English Language Enabling Course
Enabling Course in Science, Engineering
and Health
UniReady Enabling Program
Portfolio Entry into Selected Courses
Special Consideration Entry
StepUp to Curtin Entry Pathway
Early Offer

FURTHER INFORMATION

Scholarships

https://www.notredame.edu.au/currentstudents/opportunities/scholarships

www.murdoch.edu.au
http://www.tisc.edu.au/static/guide/uni-infomurdoch.tisc

www.ecu.edu.au
http://www.tisc.edu.au/static/guide/uni-infoecu.tisc
www.curtin.edu.au
http://www.tisc.edu.au/static/guide/uni-infocurtin.tisc

https://www.notredame.edu.au/study/earlyoffer

This information is subject to change and may be updated later in the year.

ADMISSIONS TO TRAINING WA (TAFE)
Entry to Non-competitive Courses
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Applicants for non-competitive courses need to demonstrate minimum literacy and numeracy skills or AQF
qualification levels as below:
School Leaver

Non-School Leaver

AQF**

Certificate I

Nil

Nil

Nil

Certificate II

OLNA* or NAPLAN 9 Band 8

Certificate III

OLNA* or NPALAN 9 Band 8

Certificate IV

C Grades in Year 11 WACE General
English, and OLNA* or NAPLAN 9
Band 8
Completion of WACE General or
ATAR (minimum C Grades) or
equivalent

C Grades in Year 10 English and
Maths or equivalent
C Grades in Year 10 English and
Maths or equivalent
C Grades in Year 11 English and
Maths or equivalent

Certificate I or
Certificate II
Certificate I or
Certificate II
Certificate II or
Certificate III

Completion of WACE General
or ATAR (minimum C Grades)
or equivalent

Certificate III

Diploma or Advanced
Diploma

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

o

Some courses may specify entrance requirements, such as mathematics or a portfolio. Check the course entrance requirements for
details.

o

Some courses require students to commence at a level specified in the training package. Check the training package or full time studies
guide for details.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------*OLNA was developed by SCSA. It is designed to enable students to demonstrate the skills regarded as essential to meet the demands of everyday
life and work in a knowledge-based economy. These skills are described in Level 3 of the Australian Core Skills Framework.
**Qualifications from the Foundation Skills Training Package have been assessed as NOT meeting the entry requirements specified by TAFE Colleges
for full time courses. The qualifications do not provide adequate opportunity for students to develop a full range of literacy and numeracy skills
with sufficient breadth and depth.

Entry to Competitive Courses
Applicants for competitive courses need to demonstrate minimum literacy and numeracy skills or AQF
qualification levels as below, and respond to selection criteria.
Step 1: Demonstrate literacy and numeracy skills or AQF qualification level
School Leaver

Non-School Leaver

AQF**

Certificate I

Nil

Nil

Nil

Certificate II

OLNA* or NAPLAN 9 Band 8

Certificate III

OLNA* or NPALAN 9 Band 8

Certificate IV

C Grades in Year 11 WACE General
English, and OLNA* or NAPLAN 9
Band 8
Completion of WACE General or
ATAR (minimum C Grades) or
equivalent

C Grades in Year 10 English and
Maths or equivalent
C Grades in Year 10 English and
Maths or equivalent
C Grades in Year 11 English and
Maths or equivalent

Certificate I or
Certificate II
Certificate I or
Certificate II
Certificate II or
Certificate III

Completion of WACE General
or ATAR (minimum C Grades)
or equivalent

Certificate III

Diploma or Advanced
Diploma

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

o
o

Some courses may specify entrance requirements, such as maths or a folio. Check the course entrance requirements for details.

Some courses require students to commence at a level specified in the training package. Check the training package or full time studies
guide for details.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------*OLNA was developed by SCSA. It is designed to enable students to demonstrate the skills regarded as essential to meet the demands of everyday
life and work in a knowledge-based economy. These skills are described in Level 3 of the Australian Core Skills Framework.
**Qualifications from the Foundation Skills Training Package have been assessed as NOT meeting the entry requirements specified by TAFE Colleges
for full time courses. The qualifications do not provide adequate opportunity for students to develop a full range of literacy and numeracy skills
with sufficient breadth and depth.

Step 2: Provide evidence against the selection criteria for courses with competitive entry
Applicants who can demonstrate minimum literacy and numeracy skills will be assessed and ranked against the
following criteria.
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o

Offers will be made to applicants with the highest total point scores.

Selection Criteria – Maximum 90 points
Academic achievement – maximum 60 points

Work History – maximum 30 points

Derived from the highest points from either:

secondary education results; or

completed AQF qualification
An overview of the points used to calculate a score for
academic achievement is provided in Attachment A

Credit for total hours worked at 0.003 points per hour:

employment

work experience

community services / volunteer work

Attachment A
Selection Criteria: Academic achievement (maximum 60 points)
o Academic achievement can be demonstrated through secondary education results or a completed AQF
qualification.
o If documents for both secondary education and completed AQF qualifications are provided, points will be
calculated for both and the higher points used to calculate the score for academic achievement.
o If more than one AQF qualification has been completed, the one which awards the highest points score
will be used.
Points awarded for secondary education results – Western Australian Secondary Education
The score will be generated from the three completed full-year courses that award the highest points.
Year

WACE Course level

Year 10

C grade

B grade

A grade

6

8

10

Year 11 or 12

Foundation

6

8

10

Year 11

General

11

12.5

14

Year 11

ATAR

14

16

18

Year 12

General

14

15

16

Year 12

ATAR

18

20

20

Overseas secondary education
For overseas secondary school results to be considered, applicants will need to obtain a Statement of Equivalence
from the School Curriculum and Standards Authority
Refer to:
www.scsa.wa.edu.au/forms/overseas-qualifications

GETTING INTO UNIVERSITY VIA TAFE
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Move between school, TAFE & University
A Tertiary Entrance Rank (ATAR) is not the only means of entry to university in Western Australia. TAFEWA
can be your stepping stone to a university education. Many TAFE graduates gain admission to Australian
universities each year.
What you need to know:


TAFEWA graduates need to apply through the Tertiary Institutions Services Centre (TISC) for
admission to the public universities (www.tisc.edu.au) and apply directly for admission to the
University of Notre Dame Australia.



In order to be considered for a university place you will need to meet the minimum entry
requirement. This is the lowest level of educational achievement universities require.



Achieving the minimum entry requirement does not guarantee entry to a particular course or that
an applicant is competitive enough to be selected for a place at the university.



Entry to courses is very competitive and some university courses have subject prerequisites.
Completing a diploma of advanced diploma may increase your chance of selection.



Depending on what you have previously studied, some universities may give you credit for the work
you have already done, meaning it will take you less time to complete your university
qualification. This is referred to as advanced standing or credit transfer.



Once you have been accepted into a university course you will be able to discuss this possibility
with the university

PEOPLE WHO CAN HELP YOU
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Administration
Miss J Sandhu
Deputy Principal Curriculum
Email: Jacquie.Sandhu@education.wa.edu.au

The Arts
Mrs M Richards
Head of Learning Area – Visual Arts
Email: Melanie.Richards@education.wa.edu

Ms L Barclay
Deputy Principal
Email: Lee.Barclay@education.wa.edu.au

Miss J Roberts
Head of Learning Area – Music / Performing Arts
Email: Julie.Roberts2@education.wa.edu.au

Mr A Penistan
Deputy Principal
Email: Adrian.Penistan@education.wa.edu.au
Student Services
Ms F Marcotrigiano
Manager Student Services
Email: Frances.Marcotrigiano@education.wa.edu.au

Student Services
Miss D Kilicoglu
School Psychologist
Email: Debbie.Kilicoglu@education.wa.edu.au

Ms A Marjanovic
Year 12 Coordinator
Email: Aleksandra.Marjanoc@education.wa.edu.au

Ms L Dyson
Clinical Nurse - Child and Adolescent Health Service
Email: Louise.Dyson2@education.wa.edu.au

Mr J McNess
Students Services and Behaviour Management Coordinator
Email: John.Mcness@education.wa.edu.au

Mrs K Hansen
Aboriginal and Islander Education Officer
Email: Kandice.Hansen@education.wa.edu.au

Ms P Walmsley
Health and Wellbeing Coordinator
Email: Penny.Walsmsey@education.wa.edu.au

Mr Corey Millar
Chaplain
Email: corey.millar@education.wa.edu.au

Languages
Mr C Graham
Teacher in Charge - Languages
Email: Chris.Graham@education.wa.edu.au
Mathematics
Mr A Auzins
Head of Learning Area - Mathematics
Email: Arnold.Auzins@education.wa.edu.au

Ms Ellika Carson
Student Support Coordinator
Email: ellika.carson@education.wa.edu.au
Health, Outdoor and Physical Education
Mr G Batten
Head of Learning Area - Health, Outdoor and Physical
Education
Email: Glen.Batten@education.wa.edu.au
VET and Workplace Learning
Mr J Rogan
Manager - VET & Workplace Learning
Email James.Rogan@education.wa.edu.au
Science
Mr H Mc Kenna
Head of Learning Area - Science
Email: Hayden.Mckenna@education.wa.edu.au

Humanities and Social Sciences

Big Picture

Ms J Perry
Head of Learning Area
Email: Jo.Perry@education.wa.edu.au
Technologies
Ms J Ogilvie
Program Coordinator: Technologies
Email: Julie-Ann.Ogilvie@education.wa.edu.au

Ms K Dolman
Teacher in Charge - Big Picture
Email: Karen.Dolman@education.wa.edu.au
Agriculture
Mr D Edmondson
Head of Learning Area - Agriculture
Email: Derek.Edmondson@education.wa.edu.au

English
Miss E Lewis
Head of Learning Area - English
Email: Elisa.Lewis@education.wa.edu.au

HOME-ROOM TEACHERS
61

Your home-room teacher will assist you with the completion of:
 individual pathway planning;
 health and well-being activities;
 SCSA online surveys and paperwork; and
 semester reviews of school reports.
The Year 12 Home Room Teachers for 2021 are:
 Ms Aimee Trouchet
Email address: aimee.trouchet@education.wa.edu.au


Mr Peter Cooke
Email address: Peter.Cooke@education.wa.edu.au



Mr Brendon Hill
Email address: Brendon.Hill@education.wa.edu.au



Mr Ross Van Beek
Email address: Ross.VanBeek@education.wa.edu.au



Mr Paul Watson
Email address: paul.watson1@education.wa.edu.au



Mr David Faletti
Email address: david.faletti@education.wa.edu.au



Mr Glenn Craske
Email address: Glenn.Graske@education.wa.edu.au



Mr Sam Woodward
Email address: Samuel.Woodward@education.wa.edu.au



Ms Tara Jackson
Email address: tara.jackson2@education.wa.edu.au



Ms Nurul Karim
Email address: Nurul.Karim@education.wa.edu.au



Ms Mari Turner
Email address: mari.turner@education.wa.edu.au



Ms Stacey Summers
Email address: Stacey.Thompson2@education.wa.edu.au

CAREERS AND EDUCATION WEBSITES
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The information available from the following list of websites may help students determine their post-school options.
Apprenticeships and Traineeships
www.apprenticentre.wa.gov.au
Australian Defence Force Authority
www.defencejobs.gov.au
Australia wide job search
www.jobsearch.gov.au
Centrelink
www.centrelink.gov.au
Curtin University
www.curtin.edu.au
Department Training & Workforce Development
www.dtwd.wa.gov.au
Edith Cowan University
http://ecugreatcareers.com
Education Services Australia
www.esa.edu.au
Murdoch University
www.murdoch.edu.au
My Future
www.myfuture.edu.au
TAFE WA Course Information
www.trainingwa.wa.gov.au/trainingwa/detcms/portal/
Tertiary Institutions Services Centre (TISC)
www.tisc.edu.au
University of Notre Dame Australia
www.nd.edu.au
University of Western Australia
www.studyat.uwa.edu.au
Vacancies Australia wide
www.seek.com.au
Western Australian Government
www.wa.gov.au
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