Introduction

We are proud to offer you the following courses, available for child to study in Year 9 at Kelmscott Senior High School.
Our curriculum has been designed to serve the needs of our students as the grow from young adolescents in this everchanging world.

School Mission Statement
“We want our students to be prepared to succeed in a twenty-first century world. We
want them to be active, engaged future citizens who enter life post-secondary on
pathways that suit their individual need, with appropriate technological skills that
allow them to communicate and function in the modern world. We want them to have
the critical thinking and problems solving skills that empower them to have the
resiliency to face the world.”
It is the aim of Kelmscott Senior High School that every student has the opportunity to succeed academically so that when
they exit secondary school they are literate, numerate, and educated/trained sufficiently well to enable them to take
their place in our society as responsible and productive citizens. Kelmscott Senior High School strives for excellence, but
most importantly to have students who know we believe in them and their potential.
This booklet serves to provide parents and students with the necessary information about the curriculum offerings in Year
9 and to assist students and parents in making informed subject selections for 2021.
Parents and students are encouraged to work together to select the most appropriate courses for 2021. Should you have
any questions regarding course selection please contact the school on 9495 7400 during school office hours (8.00 am –
4.00 pm)

Course Selection Process
It is essential that students understand that to maximise their chances of obtaining a place in their desired subjects, they
will need to return their Course Selection Sheet within the set timeline. The sizes of classes are limited and priority may
be determined by these deadlines.
This booklet contains information on the elective subjects being offered next year:
1. Brief descriptions of the subjects and any pre-requisite background
2. Information on any additional cost that is involved in some subjects. There are basic charges for
each subject studied. In the case of subjects involving special materials (e.g. cooking classes) or out of
school venues (e.g. outdoor education) there is an additional charge.
• The course costs listed are inclusive of both Voluntary Contributions and Compulsory Charges
It should also be noted that a subject will only run if there is a sufficient number of students selecting the subject.

Organisation of the Year 9 Curriculum

At Kelmscott SHS we recognise and celebrate that every student is different. Accordingly, we offer a curriculum, which
is varied, and flexible. Students are provided with the opportunity to make real choices about the subjects they study.
This is done within a framework that will ensure that:
 all students achieve a basic standard of literacy and numeracy;
 all students have the opportunity to acquire essential knowledge and personal skills that will enable them to
participate fully in society;
 all students are exposed to as broad an education as is possible.
Listed below are the course requirements for Year 9 students in 2021. The curriculum is designed to give students an opportunity to
experience subjects from the eight different learning areas. From the following table it can be seen that 19 periods are taken up with
compulsory subjects. Students need to select 3 more subjects to ensure they are studying a total of 25 periods per week for each semester.

Compulsory Courses

Learning Areas
English

Number of periods per
week for the year
4

Mathematics

4

Science

4

Humanities and Social Sciences

4

Physical Education (can be substituted for specialist H&PE)

2

Health Education

1

3 electives must be chosen with a maximum of two from any one learning area

Elective Courses

Languages
Physical Education (Elective classes)

Only 1 specialised elective may
be chosen

Technologies
- Agriculture
- Business & IT
- Design & Technology - Home Economics
The Arts
- Visual Arts
- Performing Arts
Humanities and Social Sciences (Elective classes)
TOTAL ELECTIVE PERIODS PER WEEK

6

TOTAL PERIODS PER FOR THE YEAR

25

Note:
• It is not guaranteed that students will be able to be enrolled in all of their requested subjects due to resource
and timetable constraints.
• If a student selects a high cost elective their enrolment is only guaranteed when their school fees are paid in full.
• Please complete the student choice selections thoughtfully as the ranked list for each learning area will assist in
placing students in the next available subject.
SPECIALISED AND SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS
As well as GATE and KEP, Kelmscott Senior High School offers the following Specialist programs:
• Agriculture
• Instrumental Music
• Athletics
• Soccer
Students indicated their interest in one or more of these programs on entering Year 7 and participated in testing,
auditions and trials to be considered. Students participating in these programs are invited to continue with the
program, if achieving satisfactory progress, through to the completion of Year 9. Other students performing well
outside the program may at times be offered a place in the related courses.

English
ENGLISH – 9EN
Cost: $37.60
(including a differentiated curriculum for students across GATE, KEP, General and Enrichment pathways)
The Western Australian English curriculum is built around the three interrelated strands of language, literature and
literacy. Together, the strands focus on developing students' knowledge, understanding and skills in listening, reading,
viewing, speaking, writing and creating. Learning in English builds on concepts, skills and processes developed in earlier
years, and teachers will revisit and strengthen these as needed.
Students engage with a variety of texts for enjoyment. They listen to, read, view, interpret, evaluate and perform a
range of spoken, written and multimodal texts in which the primary purpose is aesthetic, as well as texts designed to
inform and persuade. Students develop their understanding of how texts, including media texts, are influenced by
context, purpose and audience. Students create a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive types of texts, for
example narratives, procedures, performances, reports and discussions, and continue to create literary analyses and
transformations of texts.
In Years 9 and 10, students interact with peers, teachers, individuals, groups and community members in a range of
face-to-face and online/virtual environments. They experience learning in familiar and unfamiliar contexts, including
local community, vocational and global contexts.

Mathematics
MATHEMATICS – 9MA
Cost: $37.60
(including a differentiated curriculum for students across GATE, KEP, General and Modified pathways)
The proficiency strands understanding, fluency, problem-solving and reasoning are an integral part of mathematics
content across the three content strands: number and algebra, measurement and geometry, and statistics and
probability. The proficiencies reinforce the significance of working mathematically within the content and describe how
the content is explored or developed. They provide the language to build in the developmental aspects of the learning
of mathematics. The achievement standards reflect the content and encompass the proficiencies.
At this year level:
• Understanding includes describing the relationship between graphs and equations, simplifying a range of
algebraic expressions and explaining the use of relative frequencies to estimate probabilities and of the
trigonometric ratios for right-angle triangles
• Fluency includes applying the index laws to expressions with integer indices, expressing numbers in scientific
notation, listing outcomes for experiments, developing familiarity with calculations involving the Cartesian plane
and calculating areas of shapes and surface areas of prisms
• Problem-solving includes formulating and modelling practical situations involving surface areas and volumes of
right prisms, applying ratio and scale factors to similar figures, solving problems involving right-angle
trigonometry and collecting data from secondary sources to investigate an issue
• Reasoning includes following mathematical arguments, evaluating media reports and using statistical knowledge
to clarify situations, developing strategies in investigating similarity and sketching linear graphs

Science
SCIENCE – 9SCI
Cost: $37.60
(including a differentiated curriculum for students across GATE, KEP, Accelerated and General pathways)
Over Years 7 to 10, students develop their understanding of microscopic and atomic structures, how systems at a range
of scales are shaped by flows of energy and matter and interactions due to forces, and develop the ability to quantify
changes and relative amounts.
In Year 9, students consider the operation of systems at a range of scales. They explore ways in which the human body
as a system responds to its external environment and the interdependencies between biotic and abiotic components of
ecosystems. They are introduced to the notion of the atom as a system of protons, electrons and neutrons, and how this
system can change through nuclear decay. They learn that matter can be rearranged through chemical change and that
these changes play an important role in many systems. They are introduced to the concept of the conservation of matter
and begin to develop a more sophisticated view of energy transfer. They begin to apply their understanding of
energy and forces to global systems such as continental movement.

Humanities & Social Sciences
Compulsory Subject
HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCE – 9HASS
Cost: $37.60
(including a differentiated curriculum for students across GATE, KEP and General pathways)
In Year 9, Humanities and Social Sciences consists of Civics and Citizenship, Economics and Business, Geography and
History.
Students continue to build on their understanding of the concepts of the Westminster system, democracy, democratic
values, justice and participation. They examine the role of key players in the political system, the way citizens' decisions
are shaped during an election campaign and how a government is formed. Students investigate how Australia's court
system works in support of a democratic and just society.
Students are introduced to the concepts of specialisation and trade while continuing to further their understanding of the
key concepts of scarcity, making choices, interdependence, and allocation and markets. They examine the connections
between consumers, businesses and government, both within Australia and with other countries, through the flow of
goods, services and resources in a global economy. The roles and responsibilities of the participants in the changing
Australian and global workplace are explored.
The concepts of place, space, environment, interconnection, sustainability and change continue to be developed as a
way of thinking, which provides students with an opportunity to inquire into the production of food and fibre, the role of
the biotic environment and to explore how people, through their choices and actions, are connected to places in a
variety of ways. Students apply this understanding to a wide range of places and environments at the full range of
scales, from local to global, and in a range of locations.
Students develop their historical understanding through key concepts, including evidence, continuity and change, cause
and effect, perspectives, empathy, significance and contestability. These concepts are investigated within the historical
context of the making of the modern world from 1750 to 1918. They consider how new ideas and technological
developments contributed to change in this period, and the significance of World War I.

Optional Elective Subjects within HASS
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS – 9CRI
Cost: $40
Do you think you can solve some of the greatest crimes and mysteries of the past? Do you have the skills to sift through
evidence and develop theories of what happened? This course will look at some of history’s greatest mysteries, look at
modern day law and psychology and is for everyone interested in the mad, the bad and the just sad.
WHERE IN THE WORLD – 9WS
Cost: $60
Where in the World in a new offering from the HASS Department for 2021! In this unit you will look at four different
cultures from around the world. You will explore different countries and their unique aspects by investigating their
different values and belief systems of the cultures, which region the culture has its origins in and explore the cuisine of
each culture.
WORK STUDIES – 9WS
Cost: $40
Work Studies is an exciting, hands on course that enables students to develop the skills required to gain and maintain
work in the 21st Century. It will help students to find a career pathway that suits their interests and skills and discover
about the world of work. This course will look at the real life skills students need to be ready for either part-time or
full-time work, thinking skills and how the business world runs. Students who select this option will be involved in Market
Day (Semester 2), Money Expo (Semester 1) and go on excursions such as the Careers Expo and Career Centre.

Health & Physical Education
Compulsory Subjects
HEALTH – 9HE
Cost: $9.40
In Year 9, the content provides for students to broaden their knowledge of the factors that shape their personal identity
and the health and wellbeing of others. They further develop their ability to make informed decisions, taking into
consideration the influence of external factors on their behaviour and their capacity to achieve a healthy lifestyle. They
continue to develop knowledge, skills and understandings in relation to respectful relationships. With a focus on
relationship skills that promote positive interactions, and manage conflict.
The Health Education curriculum provides opportunities for students to develop, enhance and exhibit attitudes and
values that promote a healthy lifestyle.
GENERAL PHYSICAL EDUCATION – 9GPE
Cost: $18.80
Students focus on elements of speed and accuracy in different movement environments, while continuing to develop the
efficiency of specialised movement skills. They explore ways to evaluate their own and others' performances through
analysis of skills and movement patterns. They transfer previous knowledge of movement to inform and refine skills,
strategies and tactics to maximise success.
Opportunities are provided for students to refine and consolidate skills and strategies for effective leadership and
teamwork, and consistently apply ethical behaviour across a range of movement contexts.
Sports in Year 9 will include Volleyball, Touch Rugby, Softball and Athletics

Specialist Subjects in H&PE
SPECIALISED ATHLETICS – 9ATH
Cost: $96
This unit is only for students selected in the Athletics Program. Students take part in elite sports fitness (utilising local
facilities and elite equipment), fitness testing and talent identification, participating in an event specific training
program. The unit covers track and field events, cross country and team sports, including javelin, block starts and
decathlon/heptathlons. Students participate in all sports carnivals, goal setting, performance reflection and sports
research. The unit includes guest speakers and an officiating excursion. (This course cost covers equipment, transport,
excursions, guest speaker and use of out of school facilities).
SPECIALISED SOCCER – 9SOC
Cost: $40
This unit is only for students enrolled in the Soccer Program. This course will develop your skills and knowledge of
Soccer. There is both a practical emphasis, which includes interschool and Knock-Out carnivals, and a theoretical
component which students will be required to participate in. (This course cost covers transport, guest coaches and use of
out of school facilities).
Students not currently enrolled, but displaying exceptional potential, will be considered if space permits; please contact
Mr Cooke for further information.

Optional Elective Subjects within H&PE
BOYS RECREATION – 9BREC
Cost: $40 (Excursions: $110)
Designed for students who are passionate about physical activity, sport and participate consistently in General PE, this
is a class dedicated to recreational activities suited to teenage boys. The activities will be selected from a list including
Golf, Basketball, Archery, boxercise, weights, squash, the football codes and other indoor games.
DANCE – 9DAN
Cost: $70
Introduction to a variety of dance styles selected from Hip-Hop, Cultural, Urban Jazz, Contemporary and others.
GIRLS RECREATION – 9GREC
Cost: $40 (Excursions: $110)
Designed for students who are passionate about physical activity, sport and participate consistently in General PE, this
is a class dedicated to recreational activities suited to teenage girls. The activities will include a selection from the
following physical activities including self defence, weights, yoga, bootcamp, walking, boxercise, golf, archery,
badminton, lawn bowls and cheerleading/dance .

The Arts
Performing Arts
CLASS MUSIC – 9MUS
This course is only for students enrolled in the Specialist Music Program In Year 9 students will study:

Cost: $80

Jazz: Students learn about jazz styles (early jazz, the blues, swing) and techniques, focusing on composition, aural and
musicianship skills. They also have some activities in improvising over given chord progressions such as the 12 Bar Blues.
Western Art Music: Structure and Style - Students study structure and style in music in the Baroque and Classical periods
through the study of selected significant works. The course is designed to help students to appreciate some of the musical
masterpieces of the past and to explore some of the techniques and compositional tools to create their own compositions.
Students begin to develop their analytical skills through close study of the scores and recordings of the selected works.
DRAMA – 9DRA
Cost: $30
In Year 9, Drama gives the students the freedom to create their own drama as well as develop small written scripts into stage
productions. This is done through working with their friends and combining acting with costumes, props (such as swords, guns
etc), stage lighting and other technical devices such as smoke machines. Drama students will have the opportunity to express
ideas and issues that are of concern to them, giving them a much needed emotional outlet.
The course is suitable for students looking to undertake Drama in upper-school, or who wish to improve their communication
and teamwork skills.
GENERAL MUSIC (Keyboard Performance & Music Technology) – 9KPM
Cost: $50
This course provides students who have successfully completed the General Music course in Year 7 or 8 with an opportunity to
enhance their musical skills. Through extending their skills on the piano keyboard and by using Music technology the students will
create their own music. Music literacy, listening activities and ensemble work are covered through the medium of performance.
Students will each have access to their own individual keyboard in our music classroom. Students will learn the names of the keys,
correct fingering technique to play piano music with 2 hands as well as melody and chords. Students will need to provide their
own headphones to allow them to work at their own pace and level of ability

Visual Arts
CRAFT ARTS – 9CRA
Cost: $40
Are you crafty? This course will allow you to learn practical craft techniques whilst
giving you the opportunity to make fun pieces that you can use at home. You will
explore ideas through drawing and designing, and produce works in a variety of
mediums such as papier mache, mask making, ceramics and jewellery. You will also
develop an appreciation of the art/craft of other cultures and the commercial aspects
of crafts in our society.

MEDIA ARTS– 9MED
Cost: $40
In Year 9, students are provided with opportunities to view media work from contemporary and past times to explore
viewpoints from Australian and international media work. You consider the impact context and audience have on media
work, and explore the impact of trends on how audiences use media.
The fiction focus is Comics and Graphic Novels and the non-fiction focus is Documentary. You will view and investigate a
range of these texts, and then will have the opportunity to create your own.

PHOTOGRAPHY – 9DES-P
Cost: $55
This course allows students the opportunity to develop the skills needed to take successful photographic images. In addition to
an understanding of composition, students will also use image manipulation software (Photoshop) to improve and enhance
their digital images. Students will be introduced to a Design Process which includes the planning and production of
photographs and evaluation of finished tasks. Students will also be exposed to historical and contemporary photographers
to assist with their understanding of the role photography plans in society. This course covers the cost of Photo Quality paper
and ink for printing and appropriate materials for the presentation of student’s work).

VISUAL ART – 9VAR

Cost: $40

If you enjoyed Visual Art in Year 7 & 8 then this may be the course for you! You will
build on existing drawing and design skills to create artworks. Fun activities will be
completed, which include painting and the popular clay dragon tea-light holder
project, among others. You will also discover and explore the work of other artists.
This course is a great foundation if looking at further studies in Art. A world of art
awaits you!

Languages
GERMAN – 9GSL
Cost: $18.00
In Year 9 German studies, the students extend their knowledge of the German language and culture. They will explore the
topics of clothing, weather, transport, holidays and health. Students participate in groups to create a short German film,
which is submitted to the Goethe Institute German Film Festival, in addition to competing in the Language Perfect World
Championships. Students explore the German culture in greater detail, including the preparation of and tasting of typical
German delicacies.
This course helps prepare the students for continuing German studies into Year 10 and upper school, where they can benefit
from the ATAR bonus for studying a foreign language in Year 12. Students will be eligible for excursions and (when
applicable) participation in a school trip to Germany.
JAPANESE – 9JSL
Cost: $18.00
Year 9 Japanese: Second Language builds on the skills, knowledge and understanding required of students to communicate in
the Japanese language. By extending on these previously developed skills, it focuses on extending their oral and written
communication skills and their understandings of Japanese language and culture. In particular, there will be an intercultural
approach to language teaching and learning utilising the iitomo 2 textbook.
Topics will include clubs, school, events, hobbies, favourite characters and festivals. The students will participate in the
Language Perfect World Championships in Term 3. Students in this class will also be given priority to participate in the long
running Japanese Exchange Program with Shikisai High School!

Technologies
Agriculture
SPECIALIST AGRICULTURE – 9AG-S

Cost: $60.00
This course is for students who have completed the Year 8
Specialist Agriculture course. A range of animal and plant
production systems are studied, including goat and alpaca
farming, crop production and wool production and processing.
There is an emphasis on product quality and marketing, exports
and factors influencing the sustainability of agricultural industries
in Australia.
The course has a more hands-on approach than Year 8 Specialist
Agriculture with opportunities to handle some of the larger animals
and to learn about their care, behaviour and training. Practical
activities include wool handling and classing, animal health checks,
husbandry and handling.
Please note – students studying Specialist Agriculture are unable to
select General Agriculture.

GENERAL AGRICULTURE – 9AG-G
Cost: $40.00
This course provides a broad spectrum of opportunities for the practical and theoretical study of
animal and plant production in the agricultural industry. Students will be able to follow the
seasonal variations in agricultural activities such as shearing, planting of crops, breeding cycles of
livestock, egg production, dairy routines and basic animal husbandry. Students will have the
opportunity to develop skills and knowledge in the care of horses, goats, alpacas, sheep, cattle
and chickens.
This course is aimed at students interested in careers in animal care, horticulture or the broader
agricultural sector.

Digital Technologies & Business
BUSINESS INFORMATION & TECHNOLOGY – 9BIT
Cost: $18.00
In today’s computer dominated world, students need to be able to use a computer effectively, in order to complete classwork,
assignments and the ever-increasing volume of on-line testing.
In this course, students will become familiar with and learn efficient use of a variety of software packages which may include
PowerPoint, Publisher, Word, Excel and Photoshop. In addition, there will be a focus on improving keyboarding skills, which
leads to students being better able to complete computer-based work more efficiently. This course is an ideal platform for
future business and computing courses.
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES – 9DIG
Cost: $30.00
This course is for students who wish to use their creative skills to produce innovative advertising products such as professional
interactive websites and graphic art pieces using a combination of different media such as text, graphics, animation and
sound. Students will manage creative software packages such as the Adobe Suite. Students will apply their knowledge of
interface design to their creative works. This course progresses onto Digital Technologies in Year 10.

ROBOTICS & PROGRAMMING – 9ROB
Cost: $60.00
This course is for students who have a strong interest in building and testing portable robotic circuits that provide instant
feedback and for students who have a strong interest in programming. This exciting course enables students to investigate,
design and construct a range of solder-less, portable circuits utilising the open-source microprocessor platform Ardunino.
In the second half of the course, students will be given the opportunity to create, manipulate and program a variety of fun
and challenging actions and simulations. You will program your LEGO robot to move around mazes, pick up objects and
complete a number of other great activities and challenges.
For those with a competitive edge, you may also get an opportunity to use your programming skills to take part in the Curtin
University’s First Robotics Competition to battle against other schools. This course progresses on to Programming & Game
Development in Year 10.

Design & Technology

Safety is an important part of all Design & Technology Courses. All students will be expected follow workshop safety procedures
to ensure a safe and secure working environment for all participants. Deliberate breaches of safety requirements may result in
termination of your course.
WOODWORK – 9WOOD

Cost: $50.00

This course will allow students the opportunity to develop practical woodworking skills through the making of a number of set
projects. Students will be introduced to a Design Process which includes the planning and production of projects enabling them
to build upon the skills that they have learnt. This course is recommended if you are considering Upper School Woodwork, or
a career or further education in a trade related industry.
METAL FABRICATIONS – 9MET

Cost: $40.00

This course will give students an introduction to metal fabrication skills and techniques used in industry in a workshop
environment. Students will be expected to complete a series of set exercises to develop their skills, such as, Technical
Sketching, Sheet Metal work, Lathe work, Welding and Plasma Cutting. Students will be introduced to a Design Process which
includes the planning and production of projects enabling them to build upon the skills that they have learnt. This course is
recommended if you are considering Upper School Metalwork, or a career or further education in a trade related industry.
PHOTOGRAPHY – 9DES-P

Cost: $55.00

This course allows students the opportunity to develop the skills needed to take successful photographic images. In addition to
an understanding of composition, students will also use image manipulation software (Photoshop) to improve and enhance
their digital images. Students will be introduced to a Design Process which includes the planning and production of
photographs and evaluation of finished tasks. Students will also be exposed to historical and contemporary photographers to
assist with their understanding of the role photography plays in society. This course covers the cost of Photo Quality paper
and ink for printing and appropriate materials for the presentation of student’s work.

TECHNICAL DRAWING –9DES-T

Cost: $15.00

This course will give students an introduction to Technical Drawing both with hand drawing tools and Computer aided drawing
(CAD) software. Students will learn the drawing standards and complete a range of drawings of products including furniture
and house plans. Students will get the opportunity to develop ideas and create prototypes using 3D printing technology.
Recommended for students who has an interest in Architecture, Engineering, Product/Industrial Design and related fields.

Home Economics
CARING FOR CHILDREN – 9CFC
Cost: $50.00
Caring for children focuses on various aspects of child development from 2 to 5 years of age. Students will look at various
aspects of a child’s growth and development during that time, covering topics such as play and toys, preparing for a
newborn and suitable clothing; and cooking for children including nutritional needs of the baby.
FOODS FUN FACTS – 9FST
Cost: $75.00
Students will learn and use a range of cooking skills and techniques to produce a variety of tasty food, whilst discovering how
food choices and decisions that are made each day can impact upon their health. Along with the practical skills learnt in the
course; students will cover health and nutrition, food labelling and packaging, meal planning, takeaway and convenience
foods - including comparisons with takeaway foods and foods that can be prepared at home, and finally planning and
preparing foods for themselves and others.
FABRIC CREATIONS – 9FAB
Cost: $50.00
During this course, students will explore various aspects of fashion, and how a person’s choice and style of clothing can alter
their personal image. After a year in Fabric Creations you will have completed at least 1 fashion garment and also you will
have the skills to be able to copy some of the lovely textile crafts that you see on the lifestyle shows on TV. Students will gain
practical experience in producing original designs decorating articles and garments made in class using techniques such as
fabric painting, machine embroidery and contemporary crafts. This is a great opportunity for the budding fashion or interior
designer.
Students will be required to provide fabric for personal items during this course.

